
Response from the Civil Aviation Authority to Sandridge Parish Council’s letter of 
complaint regarding the absence of a post implementation review of RNAV’ 04.10.16:- 
 
Thank you for your on-line submission to the CAA (your/our refE29714 dated 20/09/2016 
refers) on behalf of Sandridge Parish Council in which you query the progress of the review 
of the impact of the introduction of RNAV procedures at Luton Airport.  This assessment 
activity is known as the Post Implementation Review (PIR) and as you correctly state, a PIR 
would normally take place around 12 months after implementation.  Before drafting this reply 
I waited until the appropriate Case Officer returned from leave so that I could provide you the 
latest news. 
  
I apologise if the following contains information that you are already very familiar with, but 
thought it might be useful to you to have everything in one place.  You may find the following 
information and links useful in explaining the background and current situation. 

As you are plainly aware, the Standard Instrument Departure (SID) route concerned 
from Luton Airport was established in August 2015 following a long period of trial 
activity.  The proposal itself was progressed in accordance with the CAA’s Airspace 
Change Process (ACP), details of which can be accessed on the CAA website:   

http://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-change/Airspace-Change/  
 
As part of the process Luton Airport, as the Sponsor of the change, was required to 
undertake a stakeholder consultation involving the representative organisations (County, 
Town, District and Parish Councils) of those likely to be effected by the proposal and I note 
that Sandridge Parish Council was identified as an ’Additional Stakeholder’ in the Airspace 
Change proposal (ACP).  In addition, Luton Airport were required to publicise its consultation 
by press release to enable members of the public to participate in the consultation if they so 
wished.  Following the consultation, the airport submitted a formal proposal to us for 
regulatory assessment.  Our assessment looked at operational aspects of the proposal, its 
environmental impact and the standard of the stakeholder consultation activity 
undertaken.  Our assessments concluded that the proposal had reached the required 
regulatory standards and was approved.  The assessments, together with our Decision 
Document outlining the rationale for our decision are published on the CAA 
website;http://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-
change/Decisions/Luton-runway-26/ 

Turning to the environmental impact of the proposal, we are bound to take into consideration 

the Secretary of State for Transport’s Guidance to the CAA on environmental objectives  

relating to the exercise of its air navigation functions[1].  That guidance outlines government 

policy that, in general, air traffic should be concentrated with the aim of avoiding the 

overflight of the most number of people.  The Luton proposal sought to avoid the overflight of 

the major conurbations of Hemel Hempstead, St Albans and Harpenden and, as such, 

conformed to government policy. 

1https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/air-navigation-guidance 

As stated above, under normal circumstances, such a change would be subject to a Post 

Implementation Review (PIR) (usually 12 month after implementation).   However, this 

review has been postponed to allow the airport to redesign the SID in question to 

resolve routeing issues associated with particular aircraft types.  Further information 

and subsequent updates on this situation can be obtained from our 
website:http://www.caa.co.uk/Commercial-industry/Airspace/Airspace-

change/Reviews/Luton-runway-26-PIR/ . However, I acknowledge that the information on 
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our site was last updated in May 2016.  I understand that Luton planned a July update their 

own site which was delayed and that they then hoped to update after the August traffic data 

was collated.  This additional information would have formed the basis for an update to our 

own site.  I have been informed that Luton are having a stakeholder event this Thursday and 

it is expected that their website will now be updated after this.  The CAA would then take 

steps to ensure the information on our website was accurate and up to date. 

I trust the foregoing detailed information puts your issues and concerns into context and that 

the links provided will be useful. 

Finally, as the CAA is tasked by the Government to provide a focal point for Aviation Related 

Environmental Enquiries and Complaints, the details of your complaint has been logged onto 

our complaints and enquiries database for future reference as may be required.    Thank you 

again for contacting the CAA. 

Yours sincerely, 

Aviation Related Environmental Enquiry (AREE) 
Airspace Regulator (Co-ordination) 
Airspace, ATM and Aerodromes 
Safety and Airspace Regulation Group 
Civil Aviation Authority 
  
Regards, 
  

Colin 

  
Colin Cordery 
  
Airspace Regulator (Coordination) 
Airspace, ATM and Aerodromes 
Safety and Airspace Regulation Group 
Civil Aviation Authority 
 

 

 

 


