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Est. 1984  

Your local dentist 
in Marshalswick

1st Floor, 54 The Quadrant, St. Albans, AL4 9RD
(Opposite M&S Food)

01727 833418     info@HappyFamilyDental.co.uk

Implants - £100 consultation which
could go towards your implant 
treatment

Facial Aesthetics and Anti-wrinkle
Treatments

Invisible Teeth Alignment
(Clear Braces)

Cosmetic Dentistry

Book online 24/7
www.HappyFamilyDental.co.uk

Dr. Sogol Mousavi
BDS (KCL - LON.)

Principal

Dr. Graham Rabin
BDS  (U LON.) 
R.C.S (ENG.)

FREE PARKING

WE ACCEPT NEW PATIENTS
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Chair’s report - Councillor Graham Leonard

www.sandridge-pc.gov.uk

As I am writing this, the sun is shining
after a frosty morning and the weather
 looks set fair for today.  I hope that this

is an early indication that the worst of winter
is behind us, particularly the recent bitterly
cold weather, and that we can look forward
to spring with great anticipation.

Improvements

The Parish Council has continued to look
after the various facilities and amenities for
which it is responsible, making repairs and
improvements wherever they are necessary
and affordable. A typical example is the
repair of the wooden sides/steps to the slides
in the Spencer Meadow and William Bell play
areas, although this has been delayed due to
supply problems. 

The rugby posts in the Jersey Farm open

space have now been replaced after
damage by vandals, and I am sure they will
continue to have a lot of use, particularly as
they double as football goals!

Trees

You may have noticed that there has been
a lot of tree work in the two car parks at either
end of Marshalswick Community Centre,
bringing the unruly growth under control, and
they look much the better for this attention.  

On a similar theme of maintaining the
appearance of our facilities, the potential
health hazard from pigeons nesting/roosting
under the solar panels on the roof of the
Jersey Farm Community Centre was
addressed.  Thus, new and improved caging
was installed around the panels, and they are
now ‘pigeon-free’.

4 SPRING 2023

Many 
improvements

have been
made to 

facilities across
the parish
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MMBB DDeeccoorraattiioonnss
Internal & External

Painting & Decorating

• Plaster repairs
• High quality workmanship
• References provided
• Insurance work undertaken
• Colour consultation 
  available

Mark Brown

01727 840291 / 07836 774786

mbdecorations1@hotmail.co.uk

Friendly 
professional service

One of the things the Parish Council does
away from the public spotlight is forward
planning and budgeting, so that complex
items such as the proposed bike track can be
financed without resorting to increases in
taxation. 

Budget

A typical example is the inclusion of an
adequate sum in each annual budget to
build up a fund to allow for the potential
replacement of the recently installed artificial
surface on one of the courts at Spencer
Meadow, without taking a significant ‘hit’ in
any one year’s budget. This very popular
court is well used and appreciated, so the
Council is mindful of the need to maintain it
including, when finally necessary, by
replacement. 

Your Neighbourhood News is delivered
across Sandridge Parish and we have now

increased this circulation by 315 dwellings,
mostly from the new development at
Oaklands Grange off Sandpit Lane, and we
welcome all our new readers.

Thanks

Parish Councillors are elected to office
every four years, and 2023 marks the end of
term for this current Council, when some of
your councillors will be standing down.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank
all our councillors for their contributions to
both the council and to the parish of
Sandridge.  

I have enjoyed my time as Chair of the
Council and would thank the officers of the
council for making it a generally pleasant
experience.  You, the electorate, will have a
chance to vote in your new councillors at the
elections in May.  

Dreaming of setting up your own
business and being your own boss?

STANTA can help!  
12 hours of advice and training 

is provided at no cost to you
(for any business under 31/2 years old)

Looking for a small local office?
STANTA provide office space 
on easy-in/easy-out terms

01727 837760
advice@stanta.co.uk    www.stanta.co.uk
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Youth
Talk

Your local charity providing free, confidential
counselling to 13-25 year olds living working or

studying in the St. Albans District
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Youth Talk is proud to have been
providing a dedicated service for local
young people for 25 years. They’re more

determined than ever before that every
young person has someone to talk to when
times are tough. They are currently offering on
average 80 – 100 one-to-one counselling
sessions every week, up from 60 pre
pandemic, and each session is delivered by
experienced professionals without
judgement.

How does a young person get help?
Youth Talk is a self-referral service. It’s

important that the young person gets in touch
directly themselves as taking ownership of
your life and choosing to get better is the first
step on a journey towards mental health
recovery. They can visit their website,
complete their online referral form, email
info@youthtalk.org.uk or call 01727 868 684. 

Our 5 year strategy
In recent years, demand for the charity’s

service has increased exponentially, and is set
to continue growing. With 100 local young
people waiting for their help, it is their duty to
be there during this time of need.

Their current priority is to raise the money
needed for the move to their new home on
64 London Road, St. Albans. Youth Talk will see
an increase from four to eight individual
therapy rooms, as well as giving them the
space to offer group counselling sessions in
the future. In just a few months, they’ll be in a
better position to begin to support even more
vulnerable young people in the community
during their time of need.

They need their new home to provide safe,
comfortable spaces so that local young
people can look to the future with hope. 

How you can help
To find out more, donate, fundraise or

volunteer for Youth Talk, visit
www.youthtalk.org.uk

They can’t do it alone and need the
community’s help. We’re stronger together.

CHILDREN’S BALLET, STREET DANCE AND MUSICAL THEATRE CLASSES

BALLET FOR TINIES
AGED 18 MONTHS -

4 YEARS

• Tuesdays in Hatfield Road - 9.45am
• Saturdays mornings in URC Homewood Road Church Hall

• Saturday mornings in 
Marshalswick Community Centre

admin@pennywaterman.com

We run similar classes in
Harpenden, Redbourn and

Abbots Langley

• Mondays in Cottonmill Lane
• Tuesdays in URC Homewood Road

• Saturday mornings in Marshalswick Community Centre 
and URC Homewood Road

• Pilates Workshop at Magenta, Ronsons Way
Adult Ballet (7.15 - 8.10pm) and Adult Tap (8.15 - 9.10pm) 

at Redbourn Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (all levels welcome)

SATURDAY
MORNING AND

WEEKDAYS AFTER
SCHOOL FOR 

AGES 3-16 YEARS
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If spring could be defined by one word, it
 would be ‘potential’. As the days lengthen
 and brighten, light shines on all the sparks

of life: budding trees; busy birds; buzzing
insects; glowing blossom and emerging
wildflowers. Every walk is rewarded with a
bounty of natural delights, making spring
many people’s favourite season. In this piece,
I’d like to introduce you to some of the most
charming spring wildflowers you can look out
for on your wanders in our local woodlands
and green spaces.

Myths

Keep an eye out for buttercups, from the
same family as lesser celandines, with their
petite shiny petals. It was once believed that
if cows grazed pastures containing numerous
buttercups, the butter created from their milk
would be a particularly sumptuous colour.
There’s also the age-old question, ‘Do I like

butter?’, which can be answered by holding
a buttercup under your chin. If your skin glows
yellow, then you do indeed like butter!

Cowslips are also golden, and are so called
because they were said to appear close to
cow dung, or because their scent resembled
cows’ breath. Another theory is that the name
came about because the wrinkled texture of
their leaves is reminiscent of a cow’s lip. Each
cowslip flower actually consists of just one
petal, indented along the top edge to give
the impression of five petal-like parts. Several
of these blooms cluster together on each
stalk, with some drooping downwards. You will
find cowslips growing along woodland
edges, in meadows and under hedgerows in
April and May.

One stunning sight in spring is that of a
woodland floor scattered with wood
anemones. This occurs in March and April,
before the bluebells arrive. 

BLOOMS
Springtime

By Chloé Valerie Harmsworth, local nature
writer, artist, editor and photographer



The scientific name of these
sweet, six to seven-petalled flowers
(that are sometimes tinged with
pink and have prominent yellow
stamens) is Anemone nemorosa.
Nemorosa means ‘well wooded’,
indicating the flower’s habitat, and
Anemone is Greek for ‘wind-
flower’, as it was thought they only
opened when the wind blew. In the evening,
or when the sky is overcast, wood anemones
close up to protect themselves from cold and
rain.

The most famous springtime flower is, of
course, the bluebell. Each year in late spring
(late April to May), thousands of people seek
out the breath-taking view of these blue-
purple flowers carpeting woodland floors.
These popular blooms are protected by the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, so it is illegal
to remove them. However, they are also
vulnerable to the trampling of over-eager
visitors. 

Once crushed, they cannot
photosynthesise to make the food
they need and, weakened in this
way, they will not bloom as
abundantly in future springs.
Further to this, recovery takes
years, with swathes of bluebells
quickly being worn down to mere
patches as a result. 

Both wood anemones and bluebells are
indicators of ancient woodland – woods that
have been in existence since 1600 or earlier.
In St. Albans, we are lucky to have many of
these habitats on our doorstep, but, in order
to keep on enjoying them, we must remember
to protect them too.

Here’s to a blooming good spring!
This is an adapted extract from my book, ‘The Secret
Life of a Woodland Habitat: Life Through the
Seasons’, which you can order from:
https://bit.ly/3bcSCjp 
You can also buy ‘Heartwood Wildflowers’ (which I
co-wrote with Brian Legg) from Carpenter’s Nursery.
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PRESSURE 
CLEANING OF

DRIVEWAYS, PATIOS
AND DECKING

• GUTTER CLEARANCE
• WINDOW CLEANING

& MORE

Verulam Window
Cleaning

01727 800031
07305 201 594

Contact us now for a no-obligation quotation

• Fully insured • Fully trained & uniformed staff
• Residential  • Commercial

www.verulamwindowcleaning.co.uk

info@verulamwindowcleaning.co.uk

Instagram: @chloevalerienatureart       https://chloevalerienatureart.wordpress.com/about

Your local NHS pharmacy

Health Check &
Vaccination Centre
Be healthy home and abroad

CHOLESTEROL 
TESTING

DIABETES CHECKS

BLOOD PRESSURE 
MONITORING

FLU VACCINATION

TRAVEL VACCINATIONS & MEDICATIONS

17 The Quadrant, St. Albans, AL4 9RB
Tel: 01727 851053  

www.quadrantpharmacy.co.uk
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A WARM WELCOME 
at Marshalswick library
We are delighted to be welcoming

increasing numbers of customers
into Marshalswick library. We have

seen more visitors, book and magazine
borrowing has increased, our Reading
Groups are all active, and we are welcoming
new members all the time.

We have hosted class visits from local
schools, and it has been fantastic to talk to the
children about their local library, to show them
how to borrow a book, and to read them
stories. We want to encourage them to read
for fun and look forward to seeing them for
the Summer Reading Challenge in July.

Our weekly Lego Club goes from strength
to strength. The children apply their incredible
imaginations and building skills to create
some spectacular models. We have
introduced a regular Children’s Craft
Club and creations have included
Snowy Owls, Chinese Lanterns and
Crown making – all with links to some
of our amazing non-fiction and story
books.

Warm Space

The Cost-of-Living crisis is
affecting families across
Hertfordshire and our libraries
have been designated as
Warm Spaces where
everyone is welcome

to visit their local library to keep warm, to
study, to take advantage of free WiFi, to read
books or our free newspapers, and to seek
help or assistance with any challenges.  

To support this, we host two Coffee and
Chat sessions per month, allowing us to
provide a hot drink and to come together for
a chat. We often agree a theme for the
coffee mornings, and these have included
Travel, Local History and Childhood Toys.

Support from your Library

If you are experiencing difficulties
financially, with your health and wellbeing, or
need specific information, please come and
see us. Our trained staff can help you find the
right contacts to seek the advice and support

you need.
To see all the latest activities, dates and

support available at Marshalswick
Library, please come in and say hello,
check out our events on

www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/library
events, or follow us on Facebook,

by searching for Marshalswick
Library and liking our page.

Ian Dignum
Manager

Marshalswick
Library
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Noticeboard - Spring 2023
A listing of contact points throughout the neighbourhood

MARSHALSWICK NORTH (EAST)
Patsy Cann: 20 Wheat Close, St. Albans, 
AL4 9NN  Tel: 07876 492 528 
mpc14pam@btinternet.com

Janet Churchard: 58 Pondfield Crescent, St. Albans,
AL4 9PF  Tel: 01727 860368
janet.churchard@yahoo.co.uk
John Foster: 29 Chiltern Road, St. Albans, AL4 9SW
Tel: 07583 313 919 
Jonathan Maskell: Tel: 07437 912235
maskelljonathan8@gmail.com

MARSHALSWICK NORTH (WEST)
Geoff Churchard: 58 Pondfield Crescent, St. Albans,
AL4 9PF  Tel: 01727 860368
geoff.churchard@gmail.com

Neil Harris: 73 The Ridgeway, St. Albans, AL4 9NR  
Tel: 01727 760781  n.harris2@ntlworld.com
Graham Leonard: 14 Rose Walk, St. Albans,
AL4 9AF  Tel: 01727 861860  
grahamlatspc@virginmedia.com

June Reid: 43 Windmill Avenue, St. Albans, AL4 9SJ
Tel: 01727 837953   junereidmwick@gmail.com

JERSEY FARM WARD
Lyn Bolton: 20 Harefield Place, Jersey Farm, 
St. Albans, AL4 9JQ  Tel: 01727 834699
lynbol@ntlworld.com
John Hale: 37 Chandlers Road, St. Albans, AL4 9RT
Tel: 01727 837371  jshale@btinternet.com
Jon Hegerty:
35 Paxton Road, St. Albans, AL1 1PF
cllrjonhegerty@gmail.com
Jenny Roberts: 5 Pollicot Close, Jersey Farm, 
St. Albans AL4 9YL  Tel: 01727 835509
jenniferrobertscllr@gmail.com

SANDRIDGE VILLAGE WARD
John Newton-Davies: Forge Cottage, 3 Church End,
Sandridge, AL4 9DL  Tel: 01727 837507
john@newtondavies.plus.com
Sam Vosper: 234 The Ridgeway, St. Albans, AL4 9XH  
vospersamuel@gmail.com

Annie Brewster: COUNTY (Sandridge village)
Fairways, Firs Drive, Gustard Wood, AL4 8LB
Tel: 01438 832255  
abrewster@btinternet.com
John Hale: COUNTY (Colney Heath & Marshalswick)
see Parish list

MARSHALSWICK EAST & JERSEY FARM
Elissa Dacosta-Waldman: DISTRICT - 
cllr.e.dacosta-waldman@councillor.stalbans.gov.uk
Lorraine Kirby: DISTRICT - 
cllr.l.kirby@councillor.stalbans.gov.uk
Raj Visram: DISTRICT - 
cllr.r.visram@councillor.stalbans.gov.uk

MARSHALSWICK WEST
Michael Jones: DISTRICT - 
cllr.m.jones@councillor.stalbans.gov.uk
Simon Mostyn: DISTRICT - 
cllr.s.mostyn@councillor.stalbans.gov.uk

SANDRIDGE & WHEATHAMPSTEAD
Lynn Cunningham: DISTRICT - 
cllr.l.cunningham@councillor.stalbans.gov.uk
Kristian Gavan: DISTRICT - 
cllr.k.gavan@councillor.stalbans.gov.uk
Sharon Hollingsworth: DISTRICT -
cllr.s.hollingsworth@councillor.stalbans.gov.uk

HALLS FOR HIRE 
Marshalswick & Jersey Farm Community Centres
Stefanie Hayes  Tel: 07563 388 528
centres@sandridge-pc.gov.uk

Marshalswick Baptist Free Church
Cath Cresswell  Tel: 01727 861121
hall.bookings@mbfc.org.uk

St. Mary’s Church Hall, Sherwood Avenue
Tel: 07341 177 948
stmaryhall@yahoo.com

Sandridge Village Hall
Mr Brian Ollis  Tel: 01727 867417
brian@mhsd.co.uk
Spencer Hall
Sheila Addison  Tel: 07790 495241

PARISH COUNCILLORS

DISTRICT/COUNTY COUNCILLORS

CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 
Simon Thwaites: Marshalswick Community Centre,
The Ridgeway, St. Albans, AL4 9TU  
Tel: 01727 831871   clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk

DEPUTY CLERK
Emma Hostler   office@sandridge-pc.gov.uk

PROJECT, AMENITIES & COMMUNITY
 ENGAGEMENT OFFICER
Rebecca Pannese   facilities@sandridge-pc.gov.uk

Stefanie Hayes Tel: 07563 388 528
centres@sandridge-pc.gov.uk

COMMUNITY CENTRES MANAGER 
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Who do I contact?
Useful numbers for many issues that arise in our parish

COVID-19 - If you think you might 
be infected, self isolate and CALL 111

ISSUES WITH GRASS VERGES, POT HOLES AND
PROBLEMS WITH STREET LIGHTS

Hertfordshire County Council
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/home

or call 0300 123 4040

OPEN SPACES AND RECREATION GROUNDS

Please call the Parish office on 01727 831871 or
email facilities@sandridge-pc.gov.uk

Not all the open spaces are owned by Sandridge
Parish Council, but we are happy to be the first 

point of contact.

ISSUES WITH FLY TIPPING

St. Albans District Council on
a.cleanerdistrict@stalbans.gov.uk

or call 01727 809019

REPORTING ILLEGAL PARKING

Email illegalparking@stalbans.gov.uk
or call 01727 845283 (hotline)

ST. ALBANS HOUSEHOLD WASTE 
AND RECYCLING CENTRE (RONSON WAY)

0300 1234 051 (Wasteaware) 
Opening days are Mon, Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sun. 

Summer times 10am-6pm. 
Winter times 8am-4pm

SEMI EMERGENCY HEALTH ISSUES - CALL 111

PROBLEMS WITH FLOODING

Hertfordshire County Council
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/home.aspx

or call 0300 123 4040

BUS TIMETABLES AND ISSUES 
WITH PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Can be reported via the Intalink website
www.intalink.org.uk/#
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Dance Dimension adult dance classes
are for all like-minded people who just
want to dance and have fun! Whether

you want to start a new hobby or return to
dance as an adult, it’s never too late!

Our classes are all about positivity, set in a
safe, fun and creative environment, with a
range of levels catering for all abilities.

Well-being

These classes focus on the overall physical
and mental well-being of our participants.

From developing poise, posture, control and
artistry in Ballet, to refining rhythm, balance
and co-ordination in Tap - all whilst having lots
of fun!

Dancing can help boost your self-esteem
and can quickly elevate your self-confidence.
It’s an amazing way to look after your body
and mind.

Dance Dimension opened in September
2022, running classes in Ware and welcoming
lots of new faces. After a successful few
months, I decided to expand these classes to
St. Albans at Jersey Farm Community Centre.

Adult dance classes

at Jersey Farm Community Centre
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I am an I.S.T.D qualified Dance Teacher in
Ballet, Tap, Modern and Jazz, and a qualified
Level 3 Fitness Instructor. This included taking
both theory and practical exams around safe
teaching practice, anatomy and physiology,
and lots of assisting and observing. I have
obtained my ISTD exams from grades Primary-
Intermediate in Ballet and Primary to
advanced 2 in Tap and Modern.

Well-being

Each class (Tap and Ballet) is a 45-minute
session, and I welcome all those over the age
of 18. Tap classes include a warm up, static
and dynamic stretches, and learning a
mixture of technical steps/exercises, along
with Tap choreography (i.e. the good old
Timestep!) We finesse those shuffle ball
changes and try out different rhythm
sequences whilst having lots of fun!

Ballet includes a warm up with static and
dynamic stretches. Barre work, incorporating
stretching and strengthening exercises, is
carried out to classic ballet music. Centre

work including the use of arms, balances,
turns and jumps (cardio like movements) will
improve your core skills. 

Finishing off the class with some mat
exercises from the Progressive Ballet
Technique (PBT) syllabus, which includes the
use of thera bands, yoga blocks and tennis
balls to stretch, strengthen and condition the
body. Both classes cater for all abilities.

We would love for more of you to join us. It’s
a fun way to get your body moving and
socialise with other like-minded adults!

Classes are held at Jersey Farm
Community Centre on Thursdays

• Tap - 12.15 - 1pm    • Ballet - 1 - 1.45pm

And also in Ware at KLDA Studios Unit 2C Stony
Hills, SG12 OHJ on Wednesdays

• Tap - 10 -10.45am • Ballet - 10.45 - 11.30am

Emma Sharp
Dance Dimension
07949 628 948  
emmasharp.inbox@gmail.com

Accounting and tax help
for small businesses and individuals

Fixed fees for routine 
accounts and tax returns

Mrs Susanna Sutcliffe
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

• Sole Proprietor, Marshals Accounting •

01727 756943
susanna@marshalsaccounting.co.uk

www.marshalsaccounting.co.uk

ONE STOP TAX SHOP

9 Thorpefield Close
St. Albans AL4 9TJ

FIR
ST 

MEETIN
G FR

EE

OF C
HARGE

LOCAL 

PERSONAL

SERVICE

07949 628 948
dancedimension_
Dance Dimension

emmasharp.inbox@gmail.com



Sandringham School

Education news

The main event in February was our
annual dance show, ‘Velocity’. This was
on the theme of ‘Charlie and the

Chocolate Factory’, and the two-hour show
took us through a wonderful series of dances
that reflected this story. 

The SandPit Theatre is an ideal venue that
allows students to perform in a professional
arena. With over 180 performers, this was one
of the largest shows we have staged and, as
usual, the standard of dancing was incredibly
high. Congratulations to the students, and a
very big thank you to Ms Davies and Ms
Wilson from the dance faculty, Mr Levin and
the SandPit Theatre staff. 

This is the time of year when some of you
may be considering a change of career. The
Alban Federation based at Sandringham is
an accredited provider for Initial Teacher
Training, allowing people with a relevant
degree to train and gain qualified teacher
status. 

This is a year-long programme and there
are substantial bursaries available (up to £27k
for some subjects) to support you 
whilst training. 

We are currently recruiting for this
September and there are a number of
Teacher Training vacancies available. If you
are interested in Teaching as a career,
contact the school and we will be able to
help guide you through the process of
becoming a teacher of the future.  

Careers
A reminder of our careers opportunity for

sixth form students where they are
encouraged to undertake between 3 - 5 days
of work experience. This can be in any
suitable environment, and we would like to
reach out to all local employers to see if you
would be interested in taking a sixth-form
student for this experience. They are extremely
well-mannered, articulate, and interesting
young people who would be an asset to any
organisation. If you can offer something,
please contact the school.

Secondary Transfer Open Evening will be
held on Monday 10th July  5.45 – 8.45pm. We
anticipate being extremely busy once again,
so apologies in advance to our nearest
neighbours for any disruption with traffic on

this particular evening.

16
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Alan Gray
Headteacher 
www.sandringham.herts.sch.uk

All members of the community are welcome
to attend the following events:

Tuesday 14th March – 6pm
Chemistry Show. Our wonderful chemistry
show takes place from 7pm in the SandPit
Theatre. Everyone is welcome. Book tickets in
advance please.

Thursday 23rd March – 7pm
Spring Concert. This will be a lovely evening
of music for you to enjoy in the SandPit
Theatre.

Thursday 15th - Saturday 17th June
Lower School Show. Details to be released
later. Watch the SandPit Theatre website for
details. Everyone is welcome. 

Tuesday 27th June – 7pm
Summer Music Concert (SandPit Theatre)

Wednesday 28th June – 7pm
Summer Dance Concert (SandPit Theatre)

Friday 30th June – from 6pm
Year 11 PROM. Come and see our lovely
students arrive at school for their prom.

Wednesday 5th July – 10am – 12pm
School Sports Day. You are more than
welcome to come and watch.

Friday 7th July 11am start 
Charity Run. This is open to all members of the
public who would like to join the school in
raising money for charity by running a five-
mile course around Marshalswick and
Sandridge. 
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St. John Fisher Primary School organised
 a number of activities for the children
 to celebrate Hertfordshire’s Feeling

Good Week. This year, the theme was “be
kind and connect”. 

Members of Year 6 connected with each
class by helping them with Feeling Good
exercise workouts each morning. There were
mindfulness colouring in sessions during
lunchtimes, and each class participated in
Children’s Mental Health awareness activities.
The theme ‘be kind and connect’ also
included remembering the importance of
internet safety and rules that help everyone
to be safe.

The school excitedly received some
funding from the Feeling Good Week
Committee for Year 3 to run an afternoon tea. 

St. John Fisher School is enrolled in the Silver
Stories charity. Children from the school
(known as Silver Readers) telephone a Silver
Listener every week and then read a short
story or poem to them. All the children in Year

3 were able to invite one guest
and, for those children who are
Silver Readers, they invited their Silver Listener. 

Year 3 had to prepare for the event, writing
invitations, stringing bunting, decorating
tables and planning what they would do at
the afternoon tea. The class enjoyed baking
to create some sweet treats for their 30 guests.  

At the event, the class performed a song for
their guests and played some fun games. It
was a wonderful event which brought
together lots of the community across
generations.  https://silverstories.co.uk/

Wheatfields Junior School recently
celebrated Hertfordshire’s Feel
Good Week - an annual

Hertfordshire wide event that encourages
schools and the wider community to focus on

and promote the wellbeing of
pupils and staff in schools.

This year, we celebrated how we are all
unique individually and how by coming
together we can create wonderful things. 

We have enjoyed a whole school project
where each child had the opportunity to
design and paint their own pebble. 

As a school, we have brought all the
pebbles together to create a beautiful,
welcoming display at our main reception for
all of our visitors to enjoy. We are really proud
of what we have created together.

St. John Fisher Primary School

Wheatfields Junior School
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The children at Wheatfields Infants’ and
Nursery School have been enjoying lots
of exciting activities over the past term.

We also welcomed new families whose
children joined our Nursery in January.
Children can start at our Nursery in the term
after their third birthday, and we are currently
allocating Nursery places for September 2023.
Please contact the school office on 01727
859978, if you would like a place for your child.

In January, we had a special themed meal
created by our catering team to celebrate
Chinese New Year, and the children enjoyed
chinese chicken and noodles, and vegetable
spring rolls with rice. We have a number of
special meals throughout the year including
A Taste of Italy, Carrot Cake Day, Plant Power
Day and Fresh Veggies Day.

On 7th February we joined schools across
the UK in celebrating Safer Internet Day 2023 ,
a global campaign to promote the safe and
responsible use of technology. Using the
internet safely and positively is a key
message that we promote, and
celebrating Safer Internet Day is a great
opportunity for us to re-emphasise the
online safety messages we deliver
throughout the year. 

Number day

Also, in February, we participated in the
NSPCC  Number Day ‘Dress Up for
Digits’, and all of the children
and staff wore clothes
decorated with numbers. The
children had a fun filled day
of maths activities and
games and it was amazing
to see such an array of
colourful numbers in
school. Due to the

generosity of our parents and
carers, we also raised £285 to
support NSPCC services such as
Childline.

Before half term, we held a
‘Feel Good Week’, culminating
with a day when the children came to  school
dressed in anything that made them feel
good. All of the children sang our “I Feel
Happy” song in a special assembly as part of
the week’s activities. The wellbeing of our
whole school community is an important
aspect of school life, and we are very lucky to
be able to utilise the expertise of Rebecca
Goff, a Senior Practitioner in the NHS Mental
Health Support Team, who comes into school
to work with the children, as well as providing
drop in sessions for parents and carers.

Production

Every year, our Year 1 children stage a
production for their families, and this year

they certainly did us proud! All three
of our classes  performed brilliant

productions of “The Great Big
Enormous Turnip”. All were slightly
different, but equally amazing! 

As the weather improves, we
are looking forward to lots more

activities with the children who will
be cultivating their class gardens in

the hope of winning some
prizes in the St. Albans
Schools in Bloom
competition. 

We have also
planned a visit to the
seaside when we are
taking Year 1 and
Year 2 children to
Shoeburyness.

Wheatfields Infants’ and Nursery School
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Sandridge School were recently fortunate
 enough to be involved in the annual
 Young Voices event at the 02. Young

Voices provides an unrivalled musical
opportunity for primary school children to
perform all styles of music including folk, rock,
pop and classical. 

Their school choir spent last term learning
the songs and dance routines ready to
perform alongside over 150,000 other children
from across the South-East region.

Practice

The day itself was spent practising in the
Arena with a live orchestra and backing
singers. Guest artists, including a dance group
and Heather Small from M People, also
performed during the final evening concert

to an audience filled with the children’s
families and friends. 

Erin and Dave, Year 6, recount the trip: “The
school choir finally went to the O2!  Everyone
was very excited when we set off at 11am.
The coach journey was very long and we had
to walk for a few minutes before arriving at our
final destination. The O2 looked like a circular
dome.

“We went into the arena. It was filled with
lights, microphones and speakers. The lights
shone right in our eyes. The place we were
standing was very high up and we were
surprised at how high we were. The O2 was
very vast and full with school choirs like us –
there were thousands of children in total!  

Proud

“First, we did a rehearsal, and then we
performed! There were beatboxers, musicians,
dancers, singers and lots of others performing
too. We even had a celebrity, Heather Small,
who we sang ‘Proud’ with!  We enjoyed it a lot
and are already looking forward to Young
Voices 2024!”
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Sandridge Primary School

Highly experienced, fully qualified
primary school teacher

Experience in an outstanding primary school   
• Ages 5-11 years •

Catch up Maths and English
Exam preparation yr 2/6 SATS and 7+/11+ tests

I teach in fun and creative ways, to build
knowledge, skills, confidence; helping

children achieve their full potential 

Private Tutoring

Call or email Anthia
07939 845032

anthia.yoga@gmail.com



I mean this as literally as it sounds. Let’s just
 talk about it. Climate Change can seem
 like an enormous and overwhelming

topic that can create fear, anxiety, flight, fright
or freeze in many of us.  

Conversations about Climate Change
shouldn’t be left to scientists and
environmentalists. It is a topic that is current
and will affect all of us wherever and whoever
we are. In chatting with friends, family,
colleagues and neighbours about their
thoughts and views on climate change, you
may find you have some common ground,
pick up some useful tips, or encourage each
other to take action. Sharing what you know
about climate change could help people in
your community with their own
understanding. 

Still not sure where to start?
Sustainable St. Albans can help! We’re a

group of local people working together to
make St. Albans district a more
environmentally sustainable place to live. Our
website has loads of great resources on how

to start climate conversations with your
peers, whether it be a group or 1-2-1

chat.  

Perhaps you’d like 
someone to talk to you?  

We can help with that too! Our team of
Climate Champs are volunteers with a
passion for sharing their knowledge about
climate change. They can be booked to
attend your school, group, business or club
entirely free of charge for an interactive and
informative session on many different aspects
of Climate Change and sustainable living.  

Looking for other ways to 
become more sustainable?

Our events programme throughout the year
covers a broad range of activities to
encourage more sustainable living from
Repair Fairs to Sustainability Markets selling
and promoting sustainable products to our
award winning Sustainability Festival in June. 

There really is something for everyone. Sign
up to our newsletter to keep up to date with
all that’s going on. 

For more information contact
vanessa.sharp@sustainablestalbans.org or
visit https://sustainablestalbans.org/ 

LET’S TALK 
Climate Change!
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Parish Council Meetings 2023

All meetings are open to the public and are held at:
Marshalswick Community Centre (rear entrance), The Ridgeway (behind the library) AL4 9TU

Wednesday 12th April 2023 - 7.00pm 
(annual parish meeting)

Wednesday 17th May 2023 - 7.30pm
Wednesday 14th June 2023 - 7.30pm

07786 257 374

Ian Russell 
Fencing Contractor

Free advice and quotations

•All types of fencing 
  supplied and installed
•Sheds supplied and installed

www.russellfencing.co.uk
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FRIENDS
of Jersey
Lane

Jersey Lane is an ancient highway which
has been used for centuries to connect
our communities. It is a haven for wildlife

and a very important environmental asset to
our community. At its best, it is a beautiful area,
a wildlife corridor and a pleasant recreational
amenity, and it belongs to all of us. We need
your help in keeping it that way.

With this is mind, a number of Marshalswick
residents recently met with Councillor Lorraine
Kirby and a representative of Hertfordshire
County Council, Countryside Management
Service, with the intention of forming a ‘Friends
of Jersey Lane’ group.  

We know that other concerned residents
have carried out some maintenance and re-
planting work along sections of Jersey Lane
and regularly pick up litter. We would like to
work with them and anyone else who is
interested to establish a group representing
residents along the whole length of the Lane

through Marshalswick, Jersey Farm and on to
Sandridge village.

The idea would be to establish a Friends
group (similar to Friends of The Wick) to
coordinate work to maintain and improve the
entire environment of Jersey Lane. This would
include arranging volunteer work and
supporting County, District and Parish Councils
to carry out tasks set out in the Greenspace
Action Plan, carry out wildlife-friendly
enhancements, and protect existing trees and
other greenery.

Are you interested? 
Please contact us via our newly established

email at friendsofjerseylane@gmail.com
We look forward to hearing from interested

local people and to work to maintain this
wonderful resource for the benefit of the entire
community.

Friends of Jersey Lane

Do you use Jersey Lane? Did your children
learn to ride their bikes along the Lane? 
Do you regularly walk your dog along the
Lane? Are you concerned that, in places,
the quiet leafy style of the lane is being
lost? 
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Celebrating  

Over the past two years, Hertfordshire, and, in
particular, St. Albans, has been one of the
most popular towns for immigrants from Hong

Kong. 
However, local resident, Frankie Lee, who himself has

recently moved to St. Albans from Hong Kong,
recognised the need for a traditional Hong Kong
market in Hertfordshire, and organised the fantastic
event that took place at Marshalswick Community
Centre on Sunday 5th February.

The event proved to be a huge success with over
2,000 attending - some travelling by train across the
country - to experience the culture, food and arts of a
traditional New Year market, much like people would
attend in Hong Kong as part of their Chinese New Year
festival. It was a great way for Hong Kong people to
gather together and connect with local people, and
also gave local residents the chance to experience
and understand more about the Hong Kong culture.

MARKET 
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 Hong Kong
 SUCCESS

The event attracted more than 20 stalls from all over
the country, including Newcastle, Leeds, Nottingham,
Birmingham, Milton Keynes and London, and included
authentic foods, creative handicrafts, Hong Kong
traditional art pieces, Japanese pet snacks, and even
parent-child interactive stalls and workshops.

The organisers couldn’t have predicted just how
successful and popular the event was going to be,
with people having to queue for some time down The
Ridgeway to enter the event. Some of the stalls sold out
quite quickly but chose to stay on at the event to show
their ongoing support. 

Thank you to everyone who showed their support at
the event and waited so patiently in the long queues!
The organisers would also like to thank Citizens Advice,
Luton Chinese Christian Church, LCAC London
Chinese Alliance Church (Watford), Ridgeway Church,
their friends Paul and Rose, and, of course, Sandridge
Parish Council for providing the space for them to hold
this community event.
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Computer Here to help 
you with your 
Smartphone,
Tablet and 
Computer

Get started with
Apple iPad, Android

and Windows

Enjoy lots of skills 
& hobbies using

your devices

Get working with 
MicroSoft Office

Tel: 01727 617359 (Mon, Wed, Fri 10am-1pm)
Email: courses@cfsta.org www.cfsta.org

Friendly

DON’T MISS OUT - contact us today!

GOT A PROBLEM OR NEED ADVICE?

ST. ALBANS
FLAMSTEAD

HARPENDEN
LONDON COLNEY

Come and speak to our experts 
at a FREE drop-in centre in:
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Awide range of photo ID will be
accepted, including passports, driving
 licences and cards with a PASS Mark.

For more information on which forms of
photo ID will be accepted, visit
www.electoralcommission.org.uk/voterID or
call the Electoral Commission helpline on
0800 328 0280. 

If you don’t already have an accepted
form of photo ID, or you’re not sure whether
your photo ID still looks like you, you can apply
for a free voter ID document, known as a
Voter Authority Certificate. You can apply at
www.gov.uk/apply-for-photo-id-voter-
authority-certificate. The deadline to apply for
a Voter Authority Certificate in time for the 4th

May elections is 5pm Tuesday 25th April 2023. 
The following elections are taking place on

Thursday 4th May: 
• Around a third of District Council seats will

be contested, with elections taking place in
all wards except Colney Heath and
Marshalswick West. 

• All seats are up for election at the

following Parish and Town Councils: Colney
Heath, Harpenden Rural, Harpenden Town,
London Colney, Redbourn, Sandridge, St.
Michael, St. Stephen, and Wheathampstead.
A Community Governance Review has
resulted in changes to some parish ward
names, areas, and councillor numbers. 

• Neighbourhood Plan Referendums are
taking place in Wheathampstead and
Redbourn. 

Register

To have your say in May, make sure that you
are registered to vote, especially if you have
recently changed address. A registration form
is available at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote or
request a paper form by calling Electoral
Services on 01727 819294. The deadline to
register to vote is Monday 17th April 2023.

Information about Voter ID requirements,
the elections, and how to apply for a postal
or proxy vote can be found at:
www.stalbans.gov.uk/voting-and-elections

From 4 May 2023, voters will need to show photo
ID to vote at polling stations in the district. 



For news and information from the Parish Council and the surrounding areas

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.sandridge-pc.gov.uk
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10.00am - 11.00am SWEATY MAMA
Diana Aranyi Tel: 07832 547 887

Afternoon AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

7.30pm - 9.30pm CARPET BOWLS
Les Fielding Tel: 01727 831586

9.30am - 10.30am YOGA
Simone Cassells Tel: 07591 762047

10.45am - 12.45pm STROKE CLUB
Pam King Tel: 01923 661555

1.30pm - 2.30pm MS SOCIETY YOGA
Mary Coyne Tel: 07508 601 066

Evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Morning AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

1.30pm - 4.30pm ST ALBANS FLOWER CLUB Tel: 07932 035 033
(2nd week in month)

7.30pm - 9.30pm ST. ALBANS ART SOCIETY Tel: 01727 862472
(1st, 3rd, 4th week in month)

7.00pm - 10.00pm CITY W.I.
(2nd week in month) Sandra Pidoux Tel: 07814 681 137

9.00am - 10.00am PILATES
11.00am - 1.30pm Karen Jones Tel: 07957 355 332

6.00pm - 7.00pm RAINBOWS
Emma Watson 24thstalbansrainbows@gmail.com

7.15pm - 8.45pm IRISH DANCING
Laura Haughey Tel: 07505 392 268

9.30am - 10.30am YOGA
Simone Cassells Tel: 07591 762047

Afternoon/evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

9.30am - 12.00pm PENNY WATERMAN SCHOOL OF DANCE
(Ballet/disco/jazz)
Penny Waterman  Tel: 01727 858632

Afternoon/evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Morning/afternoon/evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Marshalswick Community Centre
Activities and regular hirers

TO BOOK THIS HALL CONTACT
Stefanie Hayes   Tel: 07563 388 528
E-mail: centres@sandridge-pc.gov.uk

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
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10.00am - 12.30pm HOME START HERTS
Claire Johnson 

1.30pm - 3.00pm YOGA
Anna Sanz  Tel: 07762 769 368

4.00pm - 7.00pm LEA VALLEY KARATE ACADEMY
(4 years and over) Daniel Hollister Tel: 07894 528 283

7.30pm - 11.00pm ST. ALBANS BRIDGE CLUB
Steve Lambert steve@lamberts.org.uk

10.00am - 3.00pm JERSEY FARM DAY CENTRE
Lyn Bolton  Tel: 01727 834699
Kathy Green  Tel: 01727 839565

5.30pm - 6.30pm HERTBEATS EXERCISE CLASS
Mike Wiseman  Tel: 07711 781 261

8.00pm - 10.00pm THE ST. ALBANS CAMERA CLUB
chairman@stalbanscamera.club

10.00am - 11.00am LABAN DANCE FITNESS CLASS
Lynn Jepson Tel: 07968 235 314

Afternoon AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

4.30pm - 5.30pm TAI CHI
Sally Foxcroft Tel: 01727 837697

6.00pm - 8.00pm WEIGHT WATCHERS Tel: 0844 5075051

12.15pm - 1.45pm ADULT TAP/BALLET
Emma Sharp Tel: 07949 628 948

2.30pm - 3.30pm MEDAU MOVEMENT
Rosemary Smith  Tel: 01727 864577

5.30pm - 7.00pm BROWNIES
Ann Dickinson  Tel: 01727 850960

7.30pm - 9.30pm CARPET BOWLS
Sue and Andy Boxer Tel: 07507 105 960

10.00am - 11.30am HARVESTERS PLAYGROUP (pre-school)
Zoe Andrews Tel: 07882 841 539

2.00pm - 5.00pm RIDGEWAY CHURCH COMMUNITY CAFE
Ruth Cozens Tel: 01582 833818

7.00pm - 10.00pm ALBAN LACEMAKERS
(3rd week in month) Madge Carey  Tel: 07804 697 164

8.00am - 9.00am INDIAN CLASSICAL DANCE
Gajaa Tel: 07475 999 693

9.30am - 12noon QI KWON DO
Jane Jolley  Tel: 07804 697 164

Afternoon/evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

9.00am - 11.15am SOCATOTS
Fred Lowe Tel: 07903 042 446

Afternoon/evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Jersey Farm Community Centre
Activities and regular hirers

TO BOOK THIS HALL CONTACT
Stefanie Hayes   Tel: 07563 388 528
E-mail: centres@sandridge-pc.gov.uk

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY
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9.30am - 3.30pm PATCHWORK & EMBROIDERY
(South Room) Tricia Tominey Tel: 07740 264 469

10.00am - 12.30pm PATCHWORK & EMBROIDERY
(North Room) Kathy Osborne Tel: 07831 439 230

1.45pm - 3.30pm W.E.A. DISCUSSION GROUP (current affairs)
Virginia Brisco  Tel: 01727 867467

4.00pm - 7.15pm MARGUERITA HOARE SCHOOL
Rosalie Ollis  Tel: 01727 766430

10.00am - 12.30pm ART CLASS
Helen Whitbread  Tel: 07787 128 868

9.30am - 3.30pm PATCHWORK & EMBROIDERY
(South Room) Tricia Tominey Tel: 07740 264 469

10.00am - 12.30pm PATCHWORK & EMBROIDERY
(North Room) Kathy Osborne Tel: 07831 439 230

2.30pm - 4.30pm PRIORY WOMAN’S CLUB
Kathy Tilney Tel: 01727 848136

6.30pm - 7.45pm YOGA
Jane Hardy Tel: 07779 297 654

7.30pm - 10.00pm SANDRIDGE W.I.
(2nd Tuesday in month) Jenny Roberts  Tel: 07834 320 101

9.30am - 10.30am WOODLAND YOGA
(North Room) Louise Neicho  Tel: 07459 112 675

10.00am - 1.00pm ARTFUL DODGERS ART GROUP
Shirley Waldron 

1.00pm - 4.00pm PATCHWORK & QUILTING CLASSES
(North Room) Krystyna Mitchell  Tel: 07799 798 845

4.00pm - 7.15pm MARGUERITA HOARE SCHOOL
Rosalie Ollis  Tel: 01727 766430

6.30pm - 7.30pm WOODLAND YOGA
(North Room) Louise Neicho  Tel: 07459 112 675

7.00pm - 9.00pm LODGE ALBANUS
(South Room) Mrs Ann Jensen  Tel: 01462 893569

7.30pm - 9.00pm SANDRIDGE VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEES
(1st Wed bi-monthly) Brian Ollis  Tel: 01727 867417

9.30am - 10.30am MORNING PILATES
Claire Morris Tel: 07921 678 756

1.30pm - 3.30pm U3A IMPROVERS BRIDGE CLUB
Glenys Vaughan Tel: 01727 831356

4.00pm - 7.00pm MARGUERITA HOARE SCHOOL
Rosalie Ollis  Tel: 01727 766430

7.30pm - 9.30pm EVENING PILATES
Claire Morris Tel: 07921 678 756

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Sandridge Village Hall
Activities and regular hirers

TO BOOK THIS HALL CONTACT

Brian Ollis   
Tel: 01727 867417

E-mail:
brian@mhsd.co.uk

THURSDAY
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9.30am - 10.30am MORNING PILATES
Claire Morris Tel: 07921 678 756

9.30am - 3.30pm PATCHWORK & EMBROIDERY
(South Room) Tricia Tominey Tel: 07740 264 469

12.30pm - 4pm SANDRIDGE SILVER THREADS
(Fortnightly) Jacky England Tel: 01727 853218

4.00pm - 7.00pm MARGUERITA HOARE SCHOOL
Rosalie Ollis  Tel: 01727 766430

7.30pm - 10.00pm SANDRIDGE CARPET BOWLS CLUB
Janice Sankey Tel: 01727 863243

9.30am - 10.30am WOODLAND YOGA
(North Room) Louise Neicho  Tel: 07459 112 675

9.30am - 12.30pm PATCHWORK & QUILTING CLASSES
(South Room) Tricia Tominey Tel: 07740 264 469

9.00am - 1.30  pm MARGUERITA HOARE SCHOOL
Rosalie Ollis  Tel: 01727 766430

9.00am - 5.00pm MARGUERITA HOARE SCHOOL
Rosalie Ollis  Tel: 01727 766430

Sandridge Village Hall Management Committee meets on a Wednesday evening every two months. 
If you would like to help in the smooth running of the Hall, please contact Brian Ollis on 01727 867417.

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY



For inclusion in the next issue 
of Neighbourhood News, 

please ensure copy 
is submitted before

Tuesday 9th May 2023

EDITORIAL COPY DATE
SUMMER 2023 - Issue 109
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Morning/afternoon/evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Morning /afternoon/evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Morning/afternoon/evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

9.30am - 11.00am ST. ALBANS KARATE
Stuart Vousden Tel: 07986 809 505

Afternoon /evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

-The Sandridge Youth & Sports Community Association (SYSCA) is a registered charity whose management committee 
meets on a Monday evening every odd month (Jan, Mar, May etc) to discuss matters concerning the Hall. 

If you would like to help in the smooth running of the SYSCA, please contact the chairman, Colin Winton, on 07752 642788.

Spencer Hall
Activities and regular hirers

TO BOOK THIS HALL CONTACT

Sheila Addison
Tel: 07790 495241

sheila.addison1@virginmedia.com

Sandridge Rovers Football Club bar
(evening only) Tel: 01727 835506

Morning /afternoon AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

8.00pm - 10.00pm MID HERTS JAZZ ORCHESTRA
ronrox@hotmail.co.uk

Morning/afternoon/evening AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

Morning/afternoon AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

6.00pm - 9.30pm PEACE-TRAIN (LINE DANCING)
Tony, Kathy & Michelle Risley    Tel: 07774 983 467 (Tony)

07808 772 987 (Michelle)

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

(Behind Sandridge Village Hall)

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

AT SANDRIDGE VILLAGE HALL

Tel: 07973 326 797   Email: rosalie@mhsd.co.uk

ADULT TAP DANCE CLASSES

MONDAYS
7.45 - 8.45pm - Beginners

WEDNESDAYS
7.45 - 8.45pm - More Advanced
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LINDA & KAREN 

Karen  07884 403 619

Linda  07929 072 017

Home  01727 841054

One off clean  •  Weekly cleans 
• Monthly cleans

Free estimates - 
references available

Competitive rates

Cleaning Services

Offices, homes, units, shops,
estate agents etc

Family run window cleaners 
~Domestic and Commercial~

07768 278 028
01727 844607

email@albanwindowcleaning.co.uk
www.albanwindowcleaning.co.uk

20 years experience. No job too big or small

Fully qualified and insured, 
Part P registered, NICEIC Approved 
Contractor and Domestic Installer

info@albanelectrical.co.uk
www.albanelectrical.co.uk

Local, professional service for all your domestic,
outdoor and commercial electrical needs

0011772277 885566667788 // 0077991199 009977 334433

ALBAN
ELECTRICAL SERVICES



Restoration of 
St. Leonard’s Church Lychgate

At the end of the First World War, the
troops returned from the trenches of Belgium,
France and further afield to a changed Nation

and way of life. Some families throughout the land
were mourning the loss of their young men, whilst others

were coping with men returning home suffering from injuries
received in body and mind.

The war 
memorial 

for Sandridge 
Parish
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Wrights’ the Jewellers
A family business since 1961

We are a family run jewellers based in 
The Quadrant offering the following services

• Clock repairs with our 
onsite clockmaker

• Watch battery fitting 
and specialist watch repairs

• Onsite jewellery repairs and 
bespoke jewellery design

• Valuations using an 
independent valuer

• Reputable advice you 
can depend on

Get in touch:
info@wrightsjewelleryshop.co.uk

01727 850098
www.wrightsjewelleryshop.co.uk

At the beginning of the First World War,
the decision had been made to not
 repatriate the bodies of

servicemen killed in the fighting. Instead, they
had been buried close to where they died.
Their names, regiments and ranks had been
recorded, and, today, it is possible to visit the
beautifully maintained Commonwealth War
Graves to seek out the graves of family
members. 

Immediately after the war, few families
were able to travel to visit the graves of loved
ones, or to see the memorials erected to those
who have no known resting place. There was,
instead, a national feeling that the lives and
names of nearly one million British servicemen
would, and should not, be forgotten at home.
So, following the building of the Cenotaph in
Whitehall, and the burial of the unknown
warrior in Westminster Abbey, towns and
villages across the country built memorials to
remember those who were local men lost in
the fighting.

Sometimes, this was a white cross with the
names recorded on it, or buildings such as
village halls or hospitals were built, all of which
were paid for by public subscription.
Sandridge Parish chose to build the lychgate
to our Parish Church of St. Leonard’s.

Dedication

The lychgate was completed and a
dedication service was held in April 1921.
Copper plates at the front of the gate walls list
the dead of First World War from the parish,
and these were joined by the names of the
dead from World War II.

’Honour Boards’ were made, and, on these,
the names were recorded of those men who
returned to the parish at the end of WWI.
Today, those boards are now housed in the
underside of the lychgate roof.

The lychgate is a wonderful entrance to the
churchyard of our beautiful village church,
and a structure very worthy of preserving.
Over the last hundred years, minimal
maintenance has been carried out, and it is
now time to restore the gate and the copper
and wooden boards to enable it to last

another 100 years. 
So, a joint initiative between St. Leonard’s

Church and Sandridge Parish Council to
oversee the restoration of the lychgate has
been launched.

The expected cost based on estimates
received is around £10,000. Currently, we have
applied for a grant from the War Memorials
Trust, and we may know by the time you are
reading this if we have been successful. They
will not fund the whole cost, and the Parish
Council has agreed to spend a sum of up to
£5,000. St. Leonard’s Church has opened an
account into which donations can be paid
and intends to fundraise during this year.

The plan is to hopefully raise the money for
the restoration work to be completed by
Remembrance Sunday in November 2023.
We are hoping that Residents across the
parish, and people further afield with
connections to the parish, either by family
members named on the board, or by having
admired the lychgate and church, will
contribute to the restoration fund. 

Councillor Jenny Roberts 
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Local church news

St. Mary’s Church

The arrival of Spring brings lots of activities
and events to look forward to at 
St. Mary’s, Marshalswick. Peppercorn

Place, our beautiful, enclosed, communal
garden (just round the back of the church) is
open. Spring is springing there, do pop by for
a visit.

We are getting ready for Easter at St. Mary’s,
and we have lots going on. For those who
love quiet and contemplation, there are
services around the firepit outside and simple
services of night prayer in the church. We do
joy and noise too. Palm Sunday and Easter
Sunday are special, and All-Together services
designed to be a little shorter and a little less
formal - perfect for families and those dipping
a toe in the water of church. 

Good Friday sees the return of our very
popular craft morning – where people of all
ages gather to make and sing together.
Perfect for ‘doers’.

As an Inclusive Church, we continue to
work to ensure our welcome is accessible to
all and celebrates the wonderful diversity of
our world – rejoicing that each of us is loved,
just as we are. 

www.marshalswick.org.uk    Tel: 01727851544

Marshalswick Baptist Free Church

At this time of year, as our thoughts turn
to spring - with the cold darkness of
winter being replaced by bright

sunshine and the promise of growth as green
shoots appear from the cold, hard ground.
Christians may see this new life mirrored by
the darkness of Good Friday being replaced
by the joy and light of Easter Sunday, with
Jesus’ glorious transformation to new life. His
message of love for God - and for all people
- is one we try to emulate, although we
recognise we don’t always succeed.
Fortunately, forgiveness is a key part of the
Christian experience, too! You’re welcome to
join us at any of our Eastertime events:

Maundy Thursday 
7.30pm 

Communium

Good Friday 3pm
Reflective Service

Easter Sunday
10.15am

Celebration
Services 

For more information see www.mbfc.org.uk email
churchsecretary.mbfc@gmail.com or call 01727 857786
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St. Leonard’s Church

Christmas was a joyful time at 
St. Leonard’s, and on Christmas Eve in
particular, we had a packed church

for our crib service and our family carol
service. 

We have recently relaunched Craft Church
for families, and the next one will take place
on Good Friday 7th April, 10am - 12pm, and will
include an Easter Egg Hunt. After that, they
are Saturday 20th May, Saturday 17th June and
Saturday 15th July 10am - 12pm. Just drop in
for crafts, refreshments and activities.

There are also activities for children at all of
our 10am services of Holy Communion: where
we have a children’s corner with cushions,
books and toys and are planning to introduce
activity bags too. We love to see families –
there is no need to worry about noise or
movement in our services. Refreshments are
offered afterwards. Our Sunday Holy
Communion is traditional in flavour with well-

known hymns, and an emphasis on love, joy
and inclusion.

Over Lent and Easter please join us on:
6th April - 8pm. Maundy Thursday: A

Reflective ‘Silent’ Holy Communion.
7th April - 2-3pm. Good Friday: Final Hour

service.
9th April: Holy Communion, starting with a

bonfire outside.

Special events to look forward to are:
Saturday 6th May - 6pm ‘Hymns and Pimms’

for the Coronation. A social event with some
community singing (not just hymns!).

Saturday 10th June in the morning: our ever-
popular Summer Fete.

And in the summer on Sunday afternoons
in August: Cream teas.

Do come and join in, we’d love to see you.

We enjoyed various events last term.
including a Light Trail in October and
a Christmas Window Trail in

December. We were very grateful to the
Blackberry Jack for allowing us back again
for some carol singing, accompanied by
mulled wine and mince pies, where we were
delighted to welcome visitors from the
surrounding area.

With an increasing number of Hong Kong
families now attending our church, we
recently held a Chinese New Year celebration
for the Year of the Rabbit, and an Information
Café, including a stand from Citizens Advice.

On 7th April we meet at 11am for our Good
Friday service, and on Easter Sunday, 9th April,
at 10am at Sandringham School. Why not

come and find out what Christians really
believe about Jesus and the relevance of
what he did that first Easter 2000 years ago?
There will be a crèche for pre-schoolers at
both services. 

Ridgeway Church

Rev Wendy Sellers:   revwendy55@gmail.com

www.ridgewaychurch.net     01582 833818
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Local church news

St. John Fisher Mass Centre

We are blessed to have a number of
families with young children in our
community. Some of these parents

organise activities for young children during
the services every Sunday morning. One of
these, Anne-Marie, said the following about
what is offered: 

“With the help of volunteers from within our
community, the children enjoy a special
liturgy in the school dining room during the
service. Using the Gospel as a reference point,
the children are encouraged to think about
the message the bible story is trying to convey
and to discuss how they can put the teaching
into practice. This can take on a number of
different forms: from using Lego to build their
idea of heaven, to riding the Happiness Train,
or acting out bible stories. Each week, the

children make the volunteers smile
with their ideas and return to the
Mass service with thoughts on how
to share the joy with their families.”

We are thankful to Anne-Marie and the
volunteers who give so generously for our
children.

At this time, the children will be preparing
for Easter, along with the whole community.
At Easter, we will celebrate once again the
Resurrection of Jesus and the new life he
offers to everyone.

Look out for us on our market stall at 
St. Albans market on Wednesday 29th March.
We will be giving out cards, inviting everyone
to our Easter services, to which all of you are
welcome.  
www.albanstephen.org
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V illage Voices Choir is meeting at 
St. Leonard’s Church, Sandridge, every
Thursday evening during 2023.

We are an established community choir
who have been meeting in the St. Albans
area for over a decade.

We sing a variety of choral pieces and
popular music with the professional support
of our Conductor/Musical Director, Anna
Bosatta, and we have managed to rehearse
and produce three concerts during 2022.

We are now looking for more singers to join

us.
Please consider joining or re-joining this

small choir if you have sung with us in the past.
We sing a range of music for SATB voices,
much of which has been arranged by our
talented Conductor, Anna.

If you would like to come to sing with us in
2023, please speak to a member of the choir
or contact Julia Smith at
julia_j_smith@hotmail.co.uk

www.villagevoicessandridge.co.uk

seeks new members
VILLAGE VOICES 
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Local Publishing Ltd - Publishers of Neighbourhood News

Leaflets, business cards, 
letterheads, brochures, 

banners, posters 
and much more!

Local printing at
competitive prices

For all 
your print 
requirements
- talk to us first

Call or email us today

01727 757475   
enq@localpublishing.co.uk
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Meeting success

In December 2022, Marshalswick North
Residents’ Association (MNRA) held their
annual general meeting and reviewed a

number of initiatives that have been
undertaken during the last year, including
highlighting the loss of publicly owned
amenity space, changes to local planning
reporting requirements and opposition to
large scale quarry development in our area. 

As a result of the AGM, the Association was
able to increase their committee by three new
members, allowing an increase in the number
of initiatives we will be able to undertake. 

Following the formal part of the meeting,
there followed a lively discussion with guest
speaker PCSO Chris Stokes and PCSO David
Munns. Several areas of local concern were
reviewed, including inconsiderate parking
around the Quadrant and outside various
schools in our community. 

Meet the Traders

In January, the Association held a ‘Meet the
Traders’, meeting with four local independent
traders from the Quadrant shopping area. The
traders demonstrated their enthusiasm for the
area and their commitment to improving the
community spirit around the Quadrant. There
was discussion about whether The Ridgeway
side of the shops should be allowed to

arrange alfresco seating for
casual eating and drinking
outside the shops within the
private service road. This
received substantial support
from the group attending with
limited concern over the loss

of a few parking spaces.
Future meetings are planned, including a

history of Jersey Lane and a possible
members only visit to Redbournbury Mill. We
are also actively promoting the formation of
‘Friends Groups’ for both Jersey Lane and
Bentsley Spinney to preserve and enhance
these vital green areas within our community.

If you are interested in joining MNRA or any
future Friends Groups, scan the QR code
below, or email info@marshalswicknorth.org.

Jim Watson, Chairman
Marshalswick North Residents’ Association
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Planning the future of

As reported in Neighbourhood News in
2022, Jersey Farm Residents’
 Association has been struggling to

find volunteers to join the Committee to
replace existing members who have left or
moved away from Jersey Farm. 

Coronavirus restrictions in 2020 prevented
normal JFRA activities that year, but a lack of
volunteers has made it impossible to restart
since then. 

Meeting

An Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM)
was held on 15th November 2022 to decide
whether there was any future for a residents’
association, or whether JFRA should be
wound-up. Attendance at the meeting was
18, so just over the quorum of 15 required
under JFRA rules, and a number of residents
sent apologies as they were unable to attend.
Although we were unable to immediately

resolve the problems facing JFRA by electing
a fully functioning committee, the meeting did
demonstrate an interest in having an
association. It was therefore resolved to
produce a leaflet to promote the relaunch of
JFRA in 2023, and residents who attended the
meeting volunteered to help with delivery of
the leaflet to all Jersey Farm households.

Appeal

The JFRA leaflet should be out soon with an
appeal for volunteers for the committee and
suggestions for the type of events residents
would support and volunteer to help run. The
leaflet will set out the roles of officers and
committee members and give information on
the amount of time that volunteers would
likely need to commit to JFRA activities as this
seems to be an issue for many people and
leads to reluctance to join the committee. 

Jersey Farm Residents’ Association



Credit: Katie Dalton
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In the past, the JFRA Committee held
monthly meetings in the small meeting room
at Jersey Farm Community Centre on the first
Monday of the month, using email to circulate
items for discussion, notice of meetings and
minutes of meetings. These meetings were
held in the evening and were one to two
hours in duration, with the option of heading
off for a drink at the Blackberry Jack
afterwards. Other meetings were held in
Committee members' homes or the pub. A
few Zoom meetings were held when the
Committee was unable to meet in person but
the benefit of a local organisation should be
getting together regularly. 

Time

In future, the committee could arrange
meetings to fit in with people's work and family
commitments and decide where to meet as
the availability of the Community Centre is
limited and would need to be booked in
advance. The amount of time a committee
member would need to devote to JFRA is very

flexible and depends on the activities
planned and whether a specific role such as
Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer is taken on.

Communication

Facebook has proved to be a useful means
of residents communicating with each other,
but JFRA will need to decide how best to use
it as at the EGM it was noted that where
comments are added to individual posts, they
are not always picked up by everyone. This
meant that details about the EGM were not
highlighted as well as they could have been.
It is also recognised that not everyone will use
Facebook so the noticeboard and leaflets or
newsletters are needed to reach all residents. 

Thanks to all those who attended the EGM
or have been in touch with us. Hopefully there
will be better news to report after we see the
response to the forthcoming JFRA leaflet.

John Harmsworth
Treasurer, JFRA

Garden Rooms
We build bespoke, treated timber garden rooms / home offices / 

summer houses / man caves to suit any budget or size

Call for a FREE quotation
01582 690005 07515 361972

www.completegardenrooms.com    dean.w.1@hotmail.com

Work from home 
in style
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07831 662191

Are your feet getting you down?

- Renée Baum -
Foot Healthcare Professional

MCFHP MAFHP

Call for an appointment

1stfootcare@gmail.com 1stfootcare

• Cut & file/thick nail reduction
• Fungal nail & skin problems
• Pressure/friction padding
• Foot massage treatment
• Dementia/diabetic clients

• Corns, hard skin/cracked heels
• Verrucas/Athletes foot
• Foot healthcare treatment
• Medical pedicure treatment
• Neurovascular assessments

Foot healthcare in the comfort of your own home 
through St. Albans, Harpenden and North West London. 

Tuesday Foot Clinic at Verulam Pharmacy, 
King Harry Lane, St. Albans
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Available 

for hospital 

appointments
too

Ken Hodson
Local Computer Hardware 

and Software Repairs
Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business

07974 156743 / 01582 794723
enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

www.kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

• No fix, no fee for all repairs • Low hourly rate
• Most repairs carried out in your home
• Problems with Windows / Applications / 

Internet / networks fixed
• Friendly training and instruction 

available in plain English
• Advice given on upgrades

• Upgrades of hardware and software
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