
Full Council 11th December 2019 

Sandridge Parish Council 
 

 
         Marshalswick Community Centre, 
                                The Ridgeway, St.Albans,  
         Herts.  AL4 9TU   
              
         Tel: 01727 831871   
         www.sandridge-pc.gov.uk  
   
5th December 2019       Email: clerk@sandridge-pc.gov.uk 
 
 
 
To : Councillors Janet Churchard, Geoff Churchard, Claudio Duran, John Foster, John Newton-Davies, 
James Lancaster, Graham Leonard, Julie Booth, Neil Harris, John Hale (Chair), Patsy Cann, Lyn Bolton, 
Jennifer Roberts, Jon Hegerty 
 

You are summoned to a meeting of Sandridge Parish Council to be held at 
 

Marshalswick Community Centre 
 

on Wednesday 11th December 2019 at 7.30 pm 
 

Simon Thwaites 

Simon Thwaites 
Parish Clerk 
 
 
Members of the public and press are invited to attend this meeting. A Councillor will be available between 
7.15 pm and 7.30 pm to discuss any matter relating to the parish. 

 
To assist in the efficient dispatch of business, members requiring further information or clarification on items 
included on the agenda are requested to enquire prior to the meeting. 
 

 

A G E N D A 
 

 
1. TO RECEIVE AND ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
2. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 

To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda and to receive written requests for 
dispensations for declarable interests. To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate.  

 
3. TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 
      HELD ON THE 13th NOVEMBER 2019 
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4. QUESTIONS TO MEMBERS AND OFFICERS 

 
4.1       Public Participation - An opportunity for residents to raise issues or ask Members questions. 

 
4.2 Questions to the officers. 
 
5. CLERK’S REPORTS 
 
5.1 Monthly Accounts. 

Please find attached for approval a list of payments to be made for the period 14th November 2019 
to 11th December 2019. 

 
5.2 2020/21 Draft Budget, 6 Year Model, 2020/21 Draft Reserves, Precept and Funding 

Requirement 
 i. To review and discuss Appendix 1, being the draft 2020/21 budget and explanation of material 

variations between 2019/20 and 2020/21. The draft has been compiled by the Clerk in consultation 
with officers and members of the various committees. It has been produced to encourage 
responsible budget management, innovative use of funds and achieving value for money. The draft 
prudently estimates future inflation, any impact on reserves and limitations on spending as 
illustrated in the 6-year plan financial model.  
In summary, the net funding requirement for the coming year has reduced by £5,059. The draft 
budget includes ongoing operational expenditure but also several capital projects with a total value 
exceeding £35,000 as agreed by committees throughout the year. The Parish Event budget has 
been enhanced to £4,500. A decrease of 1.6% on the 2019/20 budget may therefore be seen as an 
accomplishment given the relative rise in inflation. 
For information, the projected outturn on the 2019/20 budget has been adjusted to show savings of 
£15,158 (4.9%) on budget. It is; 

 
Recommended 
That the draft 2020/21 budget as recommended by the Finance Committee on October 28th is 
approved by Full Council subject to funding (see item iii).  
 
ii. The attached 6-year financial model gives a general context for the draft budget in Appendix 1.  
Members should ensure when setting budgets that net expenditure significantly in excess of the 
assumptions in the plan are avoided, particularly when an upward trend becomes apparent. 
This document is an overview of the medium-term budget setting process and demonstrates what 
level of reserves will result from approving a given budget and precept. Members will note that 
projections are generally within acceptable parameters. 
 

 iii. Appendix 2 (attached) details the position on reserves on the assumption that the 2019/20 
budgetary projections detailed in Appendix 1 are correct, the draft budget for 2020/21 is approved 
and an increase on the 2019/20 precept of 2.95% is applied. The impact on reserves of 
lesser/greater increases in the precept is shown at the foot of the table and Members should 
consider these in relation to acceptable reserve balances. Sandridge Parish Council continues to 
raise one of the lowest precepts in the district. It is; 

 
 Recommended 

That an increase on the 2019/20 precept of 2.95% is approved for submission to the District 
Council.  

 
5.3 Internal Audit 

Attached is a mid-year audit report from the Parish Council’s internal auditor, Green Biro. The 

conclusion of the auditor was as follows; 

“General comments are that financial records are well maintained, clearly labelled so are easy to 

find and follow, filed in an appropriate manner and appeared to be complete and fit for purpose.  
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There were no significant issues of concern regarding the internal control framework to report at this 

stage. The control framework is operating effectively, and although there is no absolute guarantee, 

the controls should protect the Council against fraud or error. 

Following the external audit of the accounts for 2018-19, an unqualified opinion was provided”. 

It is; 

Recommended 

That the report be duly noted by Members. 

 

5.4 Project and Amenities Officer’s Report 

A verbal update on current projects. To include further details of the installation of a water fountain 

at Spencer Meadow and the position on the proposed skate ramp on the Jersey Farm estate. 

 

5.5 Local Government Pension Scheme (LGPS) Ill Health Liability Insurance 

Parish Councillors will be aware of the cost to the organisation of early retirement through ill health. 

The Council is currently paying an additional £20,000 per annum in pension contributions following a 

projected scheme shortfall resulting largely from an early ill health retirement. If this were to happen 

again, the Council would have to meet the additional costs alongside ongoing employer 

contributions for serving employees. For example, a 44 year old employee earning £25,000 pa and 

with 2 years accrued service, retirement through ill health would carry a liability to the employer of 

up to £322,000. 

This risk can be mitigated through an insurance policy provided by Legal and General without an 

increase in the existing employer contribution. This is because the current contribution requirement 

already contains an element to compensate for ill health retirements. If an insurance policy were to 

be taken out, it would be accepted by the LGPS that the employer was then covered for an 

unexpected liability and so the current contribution would be reduced by an amount comparable to 

the insurance premium payable (to avoid providing twice for the risk).  

A disadvantage to taking out a policy is that, where no ill health retirement occurs, the employer, 

having reduced the monthly contribution as above, would have slightly less in the fund than would 

otherwise have been the case.  

The advantages are as follows; 

 

1. No increase in overall contributions (as above) 

2. No potentially catastrophic early retirement costs 

3. Greater stability in future planning 

 

The premium cost is 1.65% of pensionable pay and this is the amount by which the employer’s 

contribution rate would reduce. Sandridge Parish Council’s pensionable pay in 2018/19 was 

£88,033. 1.65% of this, representing the loss to the overall fund if no claim was made in a year, is 

£1,453. In theory, the loss to the overall fund of the premium value would be of no consequence, the 

additional contribution having been paid to cover a risk that would no longer exist. 

The LGPS requires each local council within the scheme to formally decide before December 13th 

whether to procced with taking an insurance policy. It is; 

 

Recommended  

That, following the recent identification of a pension fund deficit, representing 30% of reserves in 

value, the Parish Council resolves to take insurance through Legal and General to avoid a 

recurrence in future. 
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 6. COUNCILLOR AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
6.1 Neighbourhood Plan 
 To receive a verbal update from Councillor John Hale on the Sandridge Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
6.2 Environmental Sustainability Policy – a proposal by Cllrs Janet Churchard, Jenny Roberts 

and the Parish Office team 
On November 7th, the Clerk, Deputy Clerk and Project Officer accompanied Councillor Janet 
Churchard to the Hertfordshire Sustainability Forum in Ware. The event featured a rich variety of 
speakers on subjects including; 
 
The Environment Agency 
The Campaign for Better Transport 
Sustainable Architecture 
HCC Waste Policy 
Climate Change 
Olio – Food Sharing software 
 
Also discussed were nine guiding principles of sustainability from the Grantham Institute, namely; 
 
Fly less 
Drive less 
Eat less meat/dairy 
Respect/protect green spaces 
Know what your investments are funding 
Cut consumption/waste 
Make your voice heard 
Reduce energy use 
Share what you do with others 
 
The Parish Council has a leadership role in the community and should always ensure it acts in a 
sustainable, responsible manner. For example; 
 
Procurement of services (responsible contractors, disposal of waste, ethically sourced products) 
Investments (avoiding banks without proven ethical policies) 
Insulation and heating of community buildings 
Education (working parties, Neighbourhood News) 
Partnership working with organisations promoting sustainability 
Tree planting and support for pollinators  
Opposing inappropriate development on the Green Belt 
 
Attached is a draft policy document, written for use as a self-test of sustainable practice. If adopted 
by the Parish Council, this would be a means to self-challenge each time an order for goods or 
services is placed, each time a capital project is agreed by committee and whenever a new policy is 
proposed. Reference would also be made to this policy in Standing Orders (procurement) and 
Financial Regulations (investments). It is; 
 
Proposed 
That the attached Parish Council Sustainability Policy is adopted as a means to ensure the Council 
operates with the minimum environmental impact, promoting sustainability through its own actions 
and by encouraging the community to do the same.  
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7. Matters of Note 

 Councillor Bolton will defer the standardisation of committee Terms of Reference until April 
next year. It is asked that committees continue to carry out reviews of the existing 
documents.  

 Volunteers and PEAP Committee Members planted five fruit trees and hedging at the 
Harness Way Open Space in late November. Home baked refreshments were provided by 
the Project Officer. 

 Applications for definitive Rights of Way from Broomleys and Fernleys to Jersey Lane have 
been completed for submission to Herts County Council.  

 Half of the lights on the tree to the foot of Sandridgebury Lane have failed. Efforts are 
continuing to carry out repairs. The Christmas lights to the Jersey Farm Community Centre 
have been repaired and are now fully functioning. 

 The application to create a definitive right of way between House Lane and the Jersey Farm 
Woodland park is now being processed by Herts County Council.  

 
8. Grant Applications 
 Please see attached a grant application from Sustainable St Albans. Grant spend to date is £6,020 

against a budget of £20,000. Please note that the grant to the SYSCA for roof repairs was accrued 
for in 2018/19. 

     
9. Meetings of Committees: 

- PEAP Committee 19th November 2019 
- Planning Committee 27th November 2019 

 
10. MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA 
 The Council may not make decisions under this item 
 
11. PLANNING MATTERS 

Sandridge Parish Council’s Planning Committee meets every three weeks to review and respond to 
planning applications received from the Planning Authority, St. Albans District Council.  
 
Please note: Planning applications received at the Parish Office from the Planning 
Authority after the Parish Council agenda has been published may also be discussed at the 
meeting as may applications of complexity or applications likely to impact heavily on the Green Belt. 

 
12. SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS 
 
Note:  In accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, the Parish Council meeting will be open 
to the Public unless the Parish Council resolves otherwise 
 
 


