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SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL   Met at Marshalswick Community Centre on 
Wednesday 14th June 2017 at 7.30 pm   

 
PRESENT:     Councillor Janet Churchard (in the Chair) 

Councillors Julie Booth, Geoff Churchard, John Foster, John Hale, 
Graham Leonard, John Newton-Davies, June Reid, Jenny Roberts, 
Bernard Roberts, Claudio Duran, Stefania Estacchini, Neil Harris, 
Natalie Kemp  
 
 

APOLOGIES: None 
 
OFFICERS:     Simon Thwaites, Parish Clerk 

Rebecca Pannese, Project and Amenities Officer 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 7 members of the public, Mr Alan Gray, Sandringham School 

Headteacher 
 
       
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
There were none. 
 
 
4657 TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE 

COUNCIL HELD ON THE 10TH MAY 2017 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10th May 2017, having been previously circulated, 
were taken as a correct record and it was unanimously: 
 
Resolved 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 10th May 2017 be approved and signed by the 
Chair. 

 
4658  ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 
  

1. Public Participation 
A query was raised regarding the District Council apparently undertaking a further public consultation on 
illegal parking at Hughenden Road.  
 
2. Questions to the Officers 
There were none. 
 
3. Monthly Accounts 
The schedule of payments, having been circulated with the agenda was discussed. It was then 
unanimously: 
 
Resolved 
That the schedule of creditor payments to be made for the period 11th May to 14th June 2017 be 
approved for payment. 

 
4. Sandringham School Admissions 
Mr Alan Gray, Sandringham Headteacher, spoke at length to Members on the current and ongoing 
process for school admissions. He then took questions from the table. It was explained that the process 
is complex and that a number of variables each year impact on the school’s ability to offer places. It was 
noted that the school governors will meet in the Summer to further consider the existing policy. It is 
hoped the new school in Harpenden, due to open in September 2018, will alleviate issues in St Albans. 
The Chair thanked Mr Gray for attending.  
 
Note: Cllr Natalie Kemp left the meeting at 8.30pm 
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5. Neighbourhood Plan 
Cllr John Hale gave a verbal update on the progress of the Sandridge Neighbourhood Plan. Members 
were reminded that initially the working groups were based on location and then on subject. The second 
groups had produced draft Policy Documents to be reviewed by Councillors and public members at a 
meeting to be held on June 29th. These documents are an initial draft of what might be presented to St. 
Albans District Council and other stakeholders as part of an initial informal consultation. It was noted that 
some emerging issues are directly planning related whilst others, such as the use of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) in improving public transport were indirectly connected.  

 
6. Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council (WHBC) consultation on the Community Infrastructure Levy  
(CIL) Charging Schedule  
The WHBC consultation on its CIL Charging Schedule was discussed and it was noted that the deadline 
for submission was June 26th. Members agreed that the potential for a substantial development at 
Symonshyde would pose a threat to Sandridge Village if insufficient improvements to infrastructure were 
not first carried out and Cllr Graham Leonard undertook to draft a response accordingly.  
 
7. The Annual return and Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2017 
A draft set of accounts compiled by the Council’s accountants, together with a copy of the Annual Return 
for the year ended 31st March 2017, having been circulated with the agenda, were discussed. It was 
noted that the Final Accounts for 2016/17 had been approved by the internal auditor who had then 
signed off the Annual Return. It was further noted that the Auditor had found the accounts to be in good 
order with no recommendations or corrections required. The Clerk advised members that the final 
budgetary outturn for 2016/17 showed savings on budget of £21,380.  
The Chair of the Finance Committee took Members through both Part 1 and Part 2 of the Annual Return 
and both he and the RFO responded to questions on variances between years. Also discussed was a 
shortfall in the Parish Council’s Pension fund identified in the last triennial valuation. It was noted that 
the payment of this is subject to ongoing discussions with Hertfordshire County Council. 
It was noted that the opening of two investment accounts during the year had not fully complied with the 
Financial Regulations but this had been remedied in accordance with a resolution made by the Finance 
Committee on 30th May 2017. The Clerk told Members that a draft fifteen year financial model had been 
created to inform future financial decisions and the Chair endorsed the benefits of this document.  
 
(a) It was then unanimously; 
 
Resolved 
That Sandridge Parish Council acknowledges responsibility for ensuring there is a sound system of 
internal control, including the preparation of the Statement of Accounts, and also confirms that to the 
best of its knowledge and belief, with respect to the Council’s statement of accounts for year ended 31st 
March 2017, the Annual Governance Statement should be approved by the Council and that the Chair 
and the Parish Clerk should sign Section 1 of the Annual Return. 
 
(b) It was further unanimously; 

 
Resolved 
That Sandridge Parish Council confirms to the best of its knowledge, the Accounting Statements 
contained in the Annual Return, plus the explanation of variances made available at the meeting 
represent the financial position of the Council for the year ended 31st March 2017 and that the Chair and 
Parish Clerk should sign Section 2 of the Annual Return.  
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8. Finance Committee Vacancy 
Members noted the vacancy created by Cllr John Foster’s resignation. Cllr Janet Churchard was 
proposed and seconded for the vacant position and it was; 
 
Resolved 
That Cllr Janet Churchard join the Finance Committee with immediate effect. 
 
9. Update on Air Traffic Issues 
Cllr John Hale updated Members on the latest position relating to air traffic. It was noted that Cllr Claudio 
Duran has a noise monitor installed by London Luton Airport (LLA) in his garden and that he will attend 
future meetings of the LLA Consultative Committee through his membership of the HAPTC Executive 
Committee. Reference was made to the last St. Albans District Council Scrutiny Committee at which 
several presentations were made by local groups concerned by current flying conditions. 
Recommendations resulting from the meeting will go to Full Cabinet later this month. It was further noted 
that the London Airspace Management Programme (LAMP) was re-launched earlier this year to improve 
and modernise the use of local airspace. 
 
10. Jersey Farm Woodland Park Summer Event 
Cllr Jenny Roberts and Rebecca Pannese, Project Officer, updated Members on the progress made 
toward this event to be held on Saturday, June 24th between 1pm and 5pm. Discussions were held 
around ongoing advertising of the event and a request made for assistance with setting up on the 
Saturday morning. 
 
11. Committee Room / Parish Office toilet refurbishment 
Members noted that, on May 30th the Finance Committee agreed to vire £1,092 from the Sports and 
Recreation Committee budget for playground equipment to the Committee Room / Parish Office toilet 
refurbishment budget. This is to fund the project which had been under-budgeted for and will be offset 
against savings of £6,751 achieved on the procurement of playground equipment in 2017/18. It was then 
unanimously; 
 
Resolved 
To ratify the Finance Committee decision to vire £1,092 from Sports and Recreation to Facilities 
Management.  
 
12. Grant applications 
-   St Leonard’s Church 
Members considered a grant application for assistance with the maintenance of the House Lane 
Cemetery (deferred from April). After careful deliberation it was; 
 
Resolved 
To award the sum of £2,000 to St Leonard’s Church towards cemetery maintenance under the General 
Power of Competence.   
 
13. Meetings of sub-committees: 
The minutes of the following committee, having been previously circulated, were duly noted: 
 
 - Finance Committee – 30th May 2017 

 
4659 MATTERS OF NOTE  
  

 The CCTV at Spencer Meadow has been fully upgraded from analogue to digital with an additional 
camera added. 

 
 16 hanging baskets have been installed at various locations throughout the parish. 
 
 The transfer of the freehold of Sherwood Park and Skyswood completed last month. 
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 The Parish Council’s general insurance with Zurich Insurance Ltd has been renewed for a further three 
years following a negotiated reduction in the premium of approximately 30%.  

 
 The Councillor and Staff HAPTC Training Day is scheduled for Tuesday, September 26th at 

Marshalswick Community Centre (daytime). Times will be confirmed closer to the date. 
 

 The all ability access ramp to the Parish Council Office and Committee Room is complete. 
 

 The Project and Amenities Officer has successfully bid for funding to purchase, install and maintain a 
speed indicator device and three ground sockets to allow the device to be periodically moved around the 
parish. The three locations previously agreed with Highways Officers and referred to in the grant 
application are St Albans Road (near junction with Highfield Road), The Ridgeway (near Junction with 
Chandlers Road) and Sandpit Lane (near Junction with Damson Way). 

 
 The Parish Office will be hosting a Sandringham work experience student in the week commencing 19th 

June. 
 

 Six timber leaflet dispensers have been installed around Jersey Farm Woodland Park. These contain 
the park map and flora/wildlife guides and were funded through S.106 money.  

 
4660 MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA 

District Cllr Beric Read has asked to meet again with Parish Council representatives to discuss future 
bus services/subsidies in the district. The Clerk was asked to resend the invitation to Members asking 
again for expressions of interest and availability on the dates provided.  
 

4661 PLANNING MATTERS 
Planning applications which have been notified to Sandridge Parish Council were discussed and noted.  
 
It was resolved to object to the following applications; 
 
 5/2017/1471 - Land between Hopkins Crescent and the former Baptist Chapel, St Albans Road – 
Coalescence, Green Belt, lack of details regarding affordability  
 
5/2017/1519 – 12 Hazelmere AL4 9RW: Part single, part two storey side and rear and single storey front 
extensions. Loft conversion (re-submission following refusal) – Inappropriate and overbearing in scale, 
lack of privacy to neighbouring property, intrusive 

 
4662 SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS 

  There were none. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Meeting of Sandridge Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 12th July 2017 at 7.30 pm at 
Marshalswick Community Centre.  

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.03 pm. 
 
 
 
   Chair ………………………………………. 
 
   Date ……………………………………….. 


