
Sandridge Parish Council -  14th March 2018     1                                                                                          

 

SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL   Met at Marshalswick Community Centre on 
Wednesday 14th March 2018 at 7.30 pm   

 
PRESENT: Councillors Janet Churchard (Chair), John Foster, John Hale, 

Jenny Roberts, Neil Harris, Julie Booth, Geoff Churchard, June 
Reid, John Newton-Davies, Stefania Estacchini, Graham Leonard, 
Claudio Duran  
 

APOLOGIES: Councillors Natalie Kemp, Bernard Roberts       
 
OFFICERS:     Simon Thwaites, Parish Clerk 
      Rebecca Pannese, Project and Amenities Officer 
       
IN ATTENDANCE: 3 members of the public     
 
       
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
There were none. 
 
4705 TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL 

HELD ON THE 14TH FEBRUARY 2018 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 14th February 2018, having been previously 
circulated, were taken as a correct record and it was unanimously: 
 
Resolved 
That the minutes of the meeting of the Council be approved and signed by the Chair.  
 

4706  ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 
  

1. Public Participation 
It was agreed by councillors that members of the public could speak in respect of items later on the 
agenda.  
 
2. Questions to the Officers 
Questions were asked and responded to.   
 
3. Monthly Accounts 
Questions were asked in respect of the schedule of payments to be made for the period 15th February 
2018 to 14th March 2018 before it was unanimously; 
 
Resolved 
That the schedule be approved for payment.  

 
4. Parish Council Car Parks  
It was agreed to defer this discussion until June when the impact on parking of the Marks and Spencer 
Food Hall is known and the Parish Council will have taken ownership of the adjacent car park.  
 

 5. Battle’s Over 
Members noted details of early arrangements for this November commemoration to be held at 7pm on 
the 11th with the lighting of a beacon.  
 
6. Profile of Sandridge Parish Council   
It was unanimously; 
 
Resolved 
To ratify the recent decision by both the HR and Finance Committees to recognise that the profile of 
Sandridge Parish Council has evolved from the top tier of LC2 to the bottom tier of LC3 as it relates to 
the NALC National Pay Scales. 
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7. Grant Conditions 
Following a recommendation by Councillor June Reid, circulated with the agenda, it was unanimously; 
 
Resolved 
To amend the Sandridge Parish Council grant application form to require all grant awards to be spent 
within twelve months of the award being made unless additional time has been approved by Council. 
Failure to do so to result in a request for the grant to be repaid.  
 
8. (a) Neighbourhood Plan 

 Councillor John Hale took Members through a paper circulated with the agenda. It was noted that a 
professional Planning Consultant is now required to move the group’s focus onto completing the Plan 
and he will provide an estimate of costs at a later date. Questions were asked and responded to, 
following which it was unanimously; 
 
Resolved 
To approve a Task & Finish working party to coordinate the completion of the Neighbourhood Plan.  The 
working party to consist of three parish councillors, one of whom will chair the working party, and three 
public members. The working party to provide monthly reports to the Parish Council on progress. 
 
To support the working party, the Parish Clerk is authorised to appoint a suitably qualified planning 
consultant within the existing budget to advise on the content and format of the plan and supporting 
documentation. The Parish Clerk to liaise with the working party on the selection and appointment of the 
consultant. 
 
(b). Development Land – Call for Sites 
Councillor John Hale took Members through a second report, also circulated with the agenda, 
concerning the District Council’s call for development sites. It was noted that a number of sites had been 
put forward including two by the Salvation Army and one on the BT site off St Albans Road. Also noted 
was that the District Council were likely to first consider sites of twelve hectares and over, suitable for 
more than five hundred dwellings. Only subsequent to that review were smaller sites likely to be 
considered. Potential development land being promoted by the landowner to the North of Sandridge 
village was also discussed as was Hertfordshire County Council land to the West of St Albans Road. It 
was unanimously; 
 
Resolved 
To formally note that land to the west of St Albans Road and land to the north of Sandridge village have 
been put forward and that neither site has been included in the draft neighbourhood plan. 
The clerk to notify Pegasus Group that the Parish Council has considered the email sent, the 
observations made in it and that the timetable for the neighbourhood plan is being kept under review. 
The Parish Council to write to St. Albans District Council noting that the site to the west of the St Albans 
Road is currently partly occupied by a local business which provides employment and that development 
of that site would result in coalescence. For those reasons the Parish Council objects to the inclusion of 
that site in the draft Local Plan. 
 
9. Project and Amenities Officer Report 
Questions were asked and responded to. The report was agreed to be useful and helpful to Members.  
 
10. Budgetary Control 
Members noted the budgetary control report circulated with the agenda and the projected saving on 
budget in 2017/18 of £27,257. Questions were asked and responded to by the RFO. 
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11. House Lane Footpath 
It was noted that, on March 7th, Councillor Newton-Davies, Mrs Mary Ternouth, the Parish Clerk and the 
owner of an acre of land immediately south of House Lane, to the rear of Gibbons Close, met at the 
Parish Office. Members considered a request by Mrs Ternouth, supported by Councillor Newton Davies, 
that Sandridge Parish Council seeks to establish a public right of way, subject to a Creation Agreement 
being made between the owner of the land and Hertfordshire County Council to establish a definitive 
bridleway approximately 30 metres to the East of the track historically used. Following discussion it was 
unanimously; 
 
Resolved 

1. To authorise the Clerk, subject to sufficient evidence and in consultation with the rights of way working 

group, to make an application to Herts County Council for a Modification Order. This application to seek 

to establish a public right of way (bridleway) running between Bridleway 53 in Jersey Farm Woodland 

Park and House Lane across land owned by Herts County Council (Rural Estates) and that of the 

private landowner. 

2. That, if, in the interim, the landowner makes a Creation Agreement under the Highways Act 1980 with 

Herts County Council which would establish a definitive bridleway of 4 metres width around three sides 

of the land they own, forming a satisfactory alternative to the existing path, part of the application (Part 

B) would not be made.  

 

It was also agreed that it would be helpful if the Parish Office write to residents likely to be directly 

affected with details of the current position.   

12. Hertfordshire Year of Physical Activity 
Members reviewed a report circulated with the agenda detailing this initiative and Sandridge Parish 
Council’s involvement.  
Members were asked to contact the Project and Amenities Officer with further ideas. 

 
13. Anti-Social Behaviour in Sandridge Village 
Councillors discussed a report and proposal by Councillor John Hale in respect of ongoing anti-social 
behaviour at a property in Langley Grove, Sandridge village. Following discussion it was; 
 
Resolved 
That Sandridge Parish Council writes to the Chief Constable expressing concern at the continued illegal 
activity and to request that he reviews the actions taken to date by the police.  That a copy of the letter is 
sent to the Leader of St Albans District Council with a request that they review the actions taken to date 
by the Council. Copies of the letters to be sent to the District Councillors for Sandridge ward. 
 
14. Planning Policy Document 
It was noted that, in September 2015, a Planning Policy document was approved by Full Council. Since 
that time a Planning Committee had been created, rendering this policy redundant, and it was therefore; 
 
Resolved 
That the Planning Policy created on September 17th 2015 be withdrawn.  
 
15. Jersey Farm Wood Park Summer Event 
Members noted that the date for the mid-summer celebration on Jersey Farm Woodland Park is 
Saturday 30th June from 1pm to 5pm. The theme will be similar to last year with an equestrian display, a 
dog show, stalls and displays including wood craft, bush craft and educational tables.  
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16. Grant Applications 
There were no grant applications this month.  
 
17. Meetings of sub-committees: 
The minutes of the following committees were duly approved; 
  

 - Finance Committee 19th February 2018 
 - HR Committee 5th February 2018 (reviewed in Part 2 following exclusion of members of the public) 
 
4707 MATTERS OF NOTE 

 CCTV - the cameras situated adjacent to the SureStart Centre in Sherwood Park are due to be replaced 
as soon as a cherry picker is able to access the site. Ground conditions are currently too soft. 

 Committee Room banner – It was noted that this item is withdrawn, there having been no further 
suggestions for wording sent to the Clerk. 

 2018/19 Meeting dates. Members noted a schedule of meetings. Please note that the Annual Meeting of 
the Parish Council in May 2019 has been moved to a Monday to accommodate the Parish Council 
elections. 
Post meeting note: The May Finance Committee meeting listed will now be held on June 4th.  

 A new internal auditor has been appointed from 2018/19. Green Biro Ltd will carry out their first audit this 
coming Autumn. 

 
4708 MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA 

It was noted that the Baptist Church on Sherwood Avenue is raising funds for significant improvements 
to the existing accommodation. Also noted was the increase in local fly tipping, and of fridges in 
particular.  
 

4709 PLANNING MATTERS 
Planning applications which have been notified to Sandridge Parish Council were discussed and noted. 
The Clerk was asked to request extensions to the consultation period for the following two properties to 
allow the Planning Committee meet and properly consider the applications; 
 
5/2018/0548 26 Twyford Road  
5/2018/0546 7 Meadow Close  

 
4710 SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS 
 Councillor Duran asked if commemorative benches could be discussed at a future meeting. The Chair 

suggested that these issues were generally dealt with by the relevant committee. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next Meeting of Sandridge Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 11th April 2018 at 7.30 pm at 
Marshalswick Community Centre. This will be preceded by the Annual Parish Meeting at 7pm. 

 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 
 

 
  
   Chair ………………………………………. 
 
 
   Date ………………………………………... 


