
 

 

THE ANNUAL SANDRIDGE PARISH MEETING  

Held at Marshalswick Community Centre on 
Wednesday 11th April 2018 at 7.00 pm 

 
 
PRESENT: Councillor Janet Churchard (in the Chair), Councillors 

Julie Booth, Geoff Churchard, Claudio Duran, Stefania 
Estacchini, John Foster, John Hale, Graham Leonard, 
John Newton-Davies, June Reid, Jenny Roberts, 
Bernard Roberts 

APOLOGIES: Councillor Neil Harris 

ABSENT: Councillors Natalie Kemp   

OFFICERS: Simon Thwaites, Parish Clerk 
Frances Grant, Deputy Clerk 
Rebecca Pannese, Project and Amenities Officer 

IN ATTENDANCE:    2 members of the public 

       

DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 

There were none 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12th April 2017, having been previously 
circulated, were taken as a correct record and it was unanimously: 

Resolved 

That the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 12th April 2017 be approved and signed 
by the Chair. 

 

Chair’s Report to the Annual Parish Meeting of Sandridge Parish Council 

This is a report about some of the many activities of the Parish Council over the past twelve 

months. It would be impossible to include everything but I hope this will give an insight into how 

the Officers, Councillors and volunteers have worked to maintain and improve facilities within the 

Parish. 



Community Centres 

The Parish Council manages the Marshalswick and Jersey Farm Community Centres. There are 

activities every night of the week and during most days in the week. At weekends they are used 

by a variety of groups and for private parties and events.  

Charges are intended to cover the day to day running costs of the centres so that they provide 

useful and attractive facilities at affordable rates. Major improvements to the centres are funded 

from the council tax.  

As well as regular maintenance the toilets at Marshalswick Community Centre have been 

refurbished to a very high standard and with no disruption to users. The Project and Amenities 

Officer worked with the Community Centres Manager to bring this project to a successful 

conclusion within a tight budget. Also at Marshalswick the toilets adjacent to the Parish Office 

have been refurbished. 

The Jersey Farm Community Centre continues to be a popular venue for a variety of activities.   

Sports and Recreation 

The Parish Council continues with its maintenance and development programme of play areas in 

all parts of the parish. In addition, there are regular inspections and an independent safety 

assessment of all equipment. 

At Jersey Farm Adventure Playground the Aerial Runway has been replaced. Harness Way 

Recreation Ground has had a new basketball area. 

Jersey Farm Woodland Park 

The Woodland Park has a five-year management plan. The current one expires this year so our 

Tree Warden and committee members have been involved in deciding the priorities for the next 

five years. Much of the basic work such as tree planting, paths and bridleways has been done 

but there is still plenty of development in the new plan alongside the regular maintenance. A new 

oak Welcome sign has been installed at the Chiltern Road entrance. 

The Woodland Park achieved the Green Flag Award for the sixth year running and the committee 

and officers work hard to maintain the standards required to gain acknowledgement that our park 

is one of ‘the best green spaces in the country’.  

Community involvement continues to be very important with regular Task Force Days and 

Guided Walks. Taking part in Sustainable St Albans Week is a way of inviting residents from 

beyond the parish to come and enjoy our Woodland Park. The Summer Event, held last June, 

was greatly enjoyed and looks likely to become an annual fixture. 

Parish Paths and Environment 

The Parish Environmental Assets and Paths Committee (PEAP) is responsible for helping to 

secure improvements to the footpaths and to help enhance areas of environmental importance 

such as Skys Wood. PEAP now has a Management Plan and the Parish Map they produced has 

been delivered to every house in the Parish. The Parish Map outlines four local walks of varying 

lengths. We would encourage as many of you as possible to try them.  



You may have noticed that Skys Wood has been tidied up with coppicing and clearance work. As 

a result the area has been opened up and is looking good. There is a new wildlife information 

board at the Sherwood Park entrance to the wood. 

Neighbourhood Plan 

In 2014, the Parish Council set up working parties to develop a Neighbourhood Plan. This has 

required an enormous amount of time and effort from volunteers and councillors working 

together. The result is that we now have a substantial amount of information about the Parish 

and how our residents would like to see it develop. 

The draft plan is currently on the Parish Website for your comments. 

Planning Matters 

While the Parish Council has no power to approve plans, we do review and comment on plans to 

the District Council. During the year we have opposed what we have seen as over-development 

and will continue to do so. The Parish Council created a Planning Committee in February 2018 to 

look at applications, in an effort to allow more time for discussion.  

Council Precept (Tax) 

For 2018/19 there has been an annual increase of less than £2.30 in the amount of precept paid 

to the Parish Council for a Band D property. Sandridge still charges one of the lowest precepts in 

the District. We aim to strike a balance between keeping the precept low and providing services 

to the community. 

Our Clerk and Deputy Clerk are excellent at finding savings that don’t have a negative impact on 

residents and achieve value for money. An example is our use of a single contractor for grounds 

maintenance work in partnership with Harpenden Town Council and St Albans District Council. 

Grants  

As well as those activities directly funded by the Parish Council, we have also provided grants to 

local organisations. Some of these are ‘one off’ and others are an annual grant. 

Among the grants given are to St Mary’s Holiday at Home, St Leonard’s Church Cemetery 

maintenance and Marshalswick Youth Project. 

We are always pleased to receive applications for grants from local organisations so please 

contact the Parish Office if you would like more information. 

Neighbourhood News and Parish Website  

Our Parish Magazine continues to be well received by our residents. Those who have been 

reading it regularly in recent years will have noticed the greater number and variety of articles. 

This is largely due to the pro-active approach our independent Editors take. Please contact the 

editors, or the Parish Office, if you have an article you think will be of interest to others. 

The Parish Council Website and Facebook Page continue to be well used making 

communication between the Council and our residents smoother. 

 



Asset Transfers 

During the year the Parish Council has continued to process the transfer of areas within the 

Parish from the District Council. 

The William Bell Recreation Area has been transferred this year. Marshalswick Community 

Centre, the area around it and the car park next to Marks and Spencers Foodhall are about to 

complete. We believe we can manage them well for the benefit of our residents. 

Areas of concern to the Parish Council and residents 

There are a number of concerns that residents tell us about. Over-development, the state of the 

verges, irresponsible parking and speeding are some of the issues we regularly take up on 

behalf of residents. The Oaklands development is now imminent, with all the concerns about 

traffic, school places etc. Also, four of the main concerns I reported last year are still very much 

with us: 

 The expansion of Luton airport and aircraft noise 

 Symondshyde development to include 1,130 dwellings and traveller site 

 Speeding in Sandridge and along Sandpit Lane 

 Bus services 

 

The Parish Office 

As this is the heart of our organisation we have increased signage to help people find us. The 

office is at the Library end of Marshalswick Community Centre. There is also an access ramp for 

those who need a little, or even a lot, of help. There is a bright tub of plants at the entrance and a 

warm welcome from the Officers working inside. These four people are The Parish Clerk, The 

Deputy Clerk, The Community Centres Manager (who also manages the website) and The 

Projects and Amenities Officer. 

On behalf of all Councillors I would like to thank them for keeping everything going during 

another busy year. Their positive, cheerful and helpful attitude is much appreciated by councillors 

and residents alike.  

Janet Churchard 
Chair, Sandridge Parish Council  
 
OPEN FORUM 
There were no issues raised by the members of the public who were present. 

AUDITED ACCOUNTS 
Copies of the audited accounts for the 2016-2017 financial year were available at the meeting. 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.15 pm. 
 
 
    Chair ………………………………….. 
 
    Date …………………………………… 


