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SANDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL   Met at Marshalswick Community Centre on 
Wednesday 12th April 2017 at 7.30 pm   

 
PRESENT:     Councillor Janet Churchard (in the Chair) 

Councillors Julie Booth, Geoff Churchard, John Hale, John 
Newton-Davies, Jennifer Roberts, John Foster, Bernard Roberts, 
Neil Harris, June Reid, Stefania Estacchini, Natalie Kemp, Graham 
Leonard 
 

APOLOGIES: Councillor Claudio Duran  
 
OFFICERS: Simon Thwaites, Parish Clerk, Frances Grant, Deputy Clerk, 

Rebecca Pannese, Project and Amenities Officer 
       
IN ATTENDANCE:    8 members of the public 
       
 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
Councillors Natalie Kemp and John Newton Davies declared themselves to be Governors of Sandridge School 
(minute 4640(4)) Councillor John Hale declared himself to be Secretary of St Albans Quieter Skies (STAQS) 
(minute 4640(10)).  
 
 
4638 MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting of The Council held on 8th March 2017, having been previously circulated, 
were taken as a correct record and it was unanimously: 
 
RESOLVED 
That the minutes of the meeting of The Council held on 8th March 2017 be approved and signed by the 
Chair. 

 
4639 MEETINGS SCHEDULE 
 Members noted and approved the schedule of meetings for 2017/18 as circulated with the agenda.  
 
4640 ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 
 
 1. Public Participation 

It was unanimously resolved to allow members of the public to speak during item 4 (Sandringham 
School) and Planning Matters.  
 
2. Questions to the Officers 
There were none.   
 
3. Monthly Accounts 
The schedule of payments for the period 9th March to 12th April 2017, having been circulated with the 
agenda was reviewed and having been proposed and seconded it was unanimously: 
 
Resolved 
That the schedule of creditor payments made for the period 9th March to 12th April 2017 be approved for 
payment. 

 
4. Sandringham School Admissions 
Councillors discussed the issue of several children from Sandridge Parish, and in particular Sandridge 
School, not securing a place at Sandringham School this year. This was agreed to be of great 
importance to residents and several parents attending the meeting voiced serious concerns. Issues 
discussed included; 
 
 



Sandridge Parish Council  - 12th April 2017                                                                                                  2 

 

 
 The allocation of spaces to children outside the parish in priority to some within. 
 Increased traffic on local roads as pupils are driven into the parish from Wheathampstead and 

Harpenden. 
 What the Published Admission Number (PAN) will be in future years. 
 Where responsibility for admissions criteria sits? 
 Whether a new school will be built in Batford. 
 Realistic expectations of parents moving home into different catchment areas. 
 Symondshyde Village to compound problems if development approved. 
 Application of the Sibling Rule for families who have moved out of the area. 
 The specific allocation of places for local children on a random basis. 

 
It was then unanimously; 
 
Resolved 

1. To request the Clerk to arrange a meeting with a representative of the Governing body of the 
school and also the Head, to ask that they amend their admissions policy to accommodate 
children resident in Sandridge village and other parts of Sandridge parish.  This to be achieved if 
necessary by revisiting the sibling rule and the preferential treatment of pupils from 
Wheathampstead and Harpenden. 

 
2. That the Parish Council writes to both local MPs setting out concerns about the impact of the 

current admissions policy on local families. 
 

Note: Councillor Natalie Kemp left the meeting at 8.35pm  
 
5. Councillor Training 
Members discussed the merits of asking the HAPTC County Officer to come to the Parish Council for a 
training day. It was agreed that a majority of councillors would attend if available and that suggestions 
for an agenda could be sent to the Clerk ahead of Full Council in May, following which a date could be 
arranged to suit as many attendees as possible.  
 
6. Traffic Calming  
Members noted that traffic speed monitoring by volunteers had recommenced in March with a number of 
vehicles significantly exceeding the speed limit on Sandridge High Street. The provision of vehicle 
activated signs was discussed and it was noted that the application made to the Police Commissioners 
Office for funding was still outstanding and that any proposed Highways works would have to wait until 
the new County Councillor(s) were elected in May 
 
7. Street Names for Redeveloped Sandridge Garage Sites 
Following a communication from the District Council, the following street names for the two garage site 
redevelopments in Sandridge were put forward for submission to the District’s Housing department for 
consideration; 
 
Spencer Mews 
Langley Mews 
Woodcock Rise 
Griffiths Garden/Green/Mews 
Morris Green 
Allen Green 
 
8. Neighbourhood Plan Update 

 Councillor John Hale tabled an update on the progress of the Neighbourhood Plan and also verbally 
updated Members on a number of issues including; 
- The three public exhibitions held in the parish over the last month 
- Discussions with the Principal of Oaklands College 
- Forthcoming workshops for Parish Councillors in the Summer 
- Identification of sites suitable for development / Protection of Green Spaces 
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- Consulting with developers  
Thanks were extended to the public volunteers for their continuing hard work and exhibition material. 
 
9. House Lane   
Councillor Janet Churchard updated Members on the alleged use of a field to the East of House Lane 
for waste management including excessive burning of materials. It was noted that enforcement officers 
at the District Council have visited the site and written to the land owner.  
 
10. Update on Air Traffic Issues 
Members were reminded that the route currently being flown over Sandridge Parish is subject to a Post 
Implementation Review and that the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has extended the review period to 2nd 
October 2017 to incorporate data from Summer flights in the statistics gathered. Councillor John Hale 
confirmed he had attended a recent meeting of the London Luton Airport (LLA) Consultative Committee 
and informed Councillors that LLA was in discussion with Luton Borough Council regarding permitted 
noise levels. Councillor Claudio Duran has written to LLA regarding the installation of noise monitoring 
equipment in his garden. It was noted that the RNAV navigation system has been encountering issues 
nationwide.  

 
11. Bus Services 
Councillor Reid updated Members on the working party meeting on April 5th. It was noted that party 
members are trying to organise a meeting with representatives from Wheathampstead and Redbourn 
Parish Councils in order to create a joined up response to any current or future proposed changes. Also 
noted was that the users of the pensioners weekly bus service from Sandridge to St Peters Street were 
being surveyed to establish current levels of use and that transport links between Jersey Farm and 
Marshalswick were being looked at.  
A report and recommendation by working party member Mrs Mary Ternouth, circulated with the agenda, 
was discussed at length following which it was unanimously; 
 
Resolved 
To write to Hertfordshire County Council expressing regret at the reduction in the 653 Sunday Bus 
Service and requesting that the operation of this service be kept under review by HCC (in conjunction 
with the bus operator) with a view to re-instating a subsidised service should the operator decide that the 
commercial Sunday service is not viable. 
 

 12. Grants 
 - St Leonard’s Church  
  Members discussed an application for financial assistance with the cost of maintaining the House Lane 
 Cemetery. The application was deferred until the meeting on May 10th for further enquiries to be made.  
 
- Marshalswick Youth Project 
  After due consideration it was; 
   
  Resolved 
  To award a grant in the sum of £2,450 under the Power of General Competence to assist with the   
  provision of the Wednesdays in the Park initiative for young people. 
 

 13. Meetings of sub-committees: 
The minutes of the following Committee meetings were duly noted; 
  
-  Sports and Recreation Grounds Committee 15th March 2017 
-  Human Resources Committee 27th February 2017  

 
4641 MATTERS OF NOTE 
 

  Section 106 funding of £11,798 resulting from the Sandridge Garage Site developments has been 
applied for by the Parish Office. The funds, set aside for playground equipment at St Leonard’s Open 
Space, will be released once construction on the site commences provided the application is approved 
by ward councillors, the Head of Service and the Portfolio Holder.  
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 A further investment account has been opened and funds deposited at the Nationwide Building Society 

in order to benefit from the Government’s Deposit Guarantee Scheme.  
 
 Councillor June Reid will be recommending to the PEAP Committee on April 25th that the frequency of 

litter picks organised by the Parish Council is increased to four a year.  
 
 The Register of Interests may sometimes require updating and Members are asked to revisit their own 

entry on the Parish Council website to ensure the interests recorded are relevant and complete. 
Members belonging to organisations such as the Freemasons should be aware of the potential for 
conflicting non pecuniary interests and abstain as appropriate during discussions and voting.  

 
 Transition St Albans are hoping to show a film in Sandridge focusing on sustainability as part of the St 

Albans film festival in July. It is hoped this will take place at Spencer Hall although this is as yet 
unconfirmed.  

  
4642 MATTERS OF NOTE ARISING SINCE THE CIRCULATION OF THE AGENDA 

There were none.  
 
4643 PLANNING MATTERS 

Planning applications which have been notified to Sandridge Parish Council were discussed and noted. 
 
It was resolved to object to the following planning applications: 
 
5/2017/0452 The Stables, St Albans Road: Construction of garage to replace shed (to request that the 
Planning Officer reinforces the permitted use of this construction) 
 
5/2017/0379 33 Ripon Way AL4 9AJ:  Front porch, oriel window and canopy extension (part 
retrospective) (overdevelopment of site) 
 
5/2017/0905 Iven’s Orchids, St Albans Road AL4 9LB: Erection of detached garage, construction of two 
detached dwellings, new driveway and crossover following demolition of glasshouse and ancillary 
buildings (coalescence of developments and loss of Green Belt) 
 
5/2017/0839 35 The Quadrant AL4 9RB: First floor rear extension and new shop front (impact on 
immediate residents) 

 
4644 SUGGESTIONS AND/OR MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION AT FUTURE MEETINGS 

There were none. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting of Sandridge Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 10th May 2017 at 7.30 pm at 
Marshalswick Community Centre.  
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10pm. 
 

 
 Chair …………………………………   Date ……………………………………….. 


